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URKS SET TO UNLEASH FULL ASSAULT 


By Mark pa 
Staroniakis TURKEY SQUAD FOR TOUR OF 
jwo of Australia’s AUSTRALIA 


most —_ prominent 

players might have Hakan Suki (Galatasaray, Turkey); Bulent Korkmaz (Galatasaray, Turkey), 
palled the pin on playing Hasan Sas (Galatasaray, Turkey), Umit Ozat (Fenerbabige, Turkey), Fatib Akyel 
for the Roos last week but (Fenerbahce, Turkey), Tuncay Sanli (Fenerbabe, Turkey), Serhat Akin 
‘opponents Turkey have (Fenerbahce, Turkey), Volkan Demirel (Fenerbahce, Turkey), Ali Giines 


surely called in their super- (Fenerbahoe, Turkey), Fatih Tekke (Tmbzonspor, Turkey), Tolga Seyhan 
stars for both friendly (Trabzonspor, Turkey), Mehmet Yilmaz (Tralzonspor, Turkey), Ibrahim Uzillmez 
matches in Sydney and (Besiktas AS, Turkey), Omer Catkic (Gaziantepspor, Turkey), Ibrahim Toraman 
Melbourne this week. (Gaziantepspor, Turkey), Deniz Baris (Genclerbirigi, Turkey), Serkan Balci 
Hakan Suker, Rustu (Geansferbirligi, Turkey), Murat Hatioglu (Diyarbakirspor, Turkey), Zafer 
Recher, Emre Belozoglu, Biryol (Konyaspor, Turkey), Koray Avei (Caykur Rizespor, Turkey), Riistd 
Umit Dayala and Yildiray Recher (Barcelona, Spain), Okan Boruk (Inter Milan, Italy), Emre Bekizoglu 
Basturk are just some of the (inter Milan, italy), Nibat Kahveci (Real Sociedad, Spain), Yildiray Bastirk 
many Turkish and world (Bayer Leverkusen, Germany), Omit Davala (Werder Bremen, Germany), Hamit 
household names that are set Altintop (Schalke 04, Germany), Onder Turaci (Standard Liege. Belguim) 


to make their marks against {eee 
the Australians proving that as their most outstanding "They have a new coach . sure up against the seventh 
new Turkish coach Ersun player over the past 50 years. so the players will be out to ranked side in the world. 

Yanal will be taking these Socceroos coach Frank impress him and will want to "No doubt the matches are 


games seriously, Farina said that the matches perform very well in these going to be tough but this is 

‘The squad will boost 12 against Turkey would be matches." a great opportunity for us to 
players from Turkey's semi- asignificant test forhis side, "There are some genuine take on a top quality team 
finals squad that appeared at "Turkey bave shown with superstars of the game in and see how we measure 


the last World Cup in the strength of their squad their squad and this is agreat up," added Farina. for our players that they will ‘Turkey’s squad has cer- Its already known that 
Korea/Japan, that they mean business," opportunity for the fans to "TL be asking our players be up against a-full strength tainly raised the stakes of strong Turkish communities 
A true superstar of the said Farina. come out and support the to put their hands up and team and throws down the watching them take on our in both Sydney and 
game and probably Turkey's _ "The nucleus of the squad Socceroos but also to see top show they can match it with challenge to our players to Roos after a ticket debacle Melbourne will be out in full 
most decorated player of all that was so successful at the quality opposition.” one of the best teams in the performand show they are broke out recently due to the force for both matches 
time Hakan Sukur, was last world cup is still there Farina is looking forward world and I expect our play- worthy of a spot in the unavailability of “Harry . watching their home-land 
recently nominated by the and this will be a huge test to the challenge of seeing ersto do that.” squad.” Kewell and Mark Viduka. heroes in live action. 
‘Turkish Football Federation for us." where the Socceroos mea- ‘It's @ massive incentive 


SOUTH AFRICA IT IS || ¢rescent Star Crowned 


Continental Kings 


‘Nelson Mandela proudly celebrates South Africa’s victorious bid for the 
2010 World Cup. 

South Africa was awarded the 2010 World Cup on Saturday, the first time foot- 
ball's showcase event will be held in Africa. 

South Africa beat Morocco and Egypt in a vote by the executive committee of the 
sport's governing body. Four years ago, in balloting for the 2006 World Cup, South 
Africa lost to Germany by one vote. 

"Wecan all applaud Africa," FIFA president Sepp Blatter said. "The victor is foot- 
ball. The victor is Africa." 

Nelson Mandela triumphantly held up the World Cup trophy following the 
announcement. This was one of the final public appearances for the 85-year-old for 
mer South African president, who has sought to bring the World Cup to his home 
country. 

"I feel like a young man of 50," he said at a news conference. 

Sonth Africa received 14 votes during the first round in the election by FIFA’s exec- 
utive committee. Morocco had 10 votes and Egypt none. FIFA had decided that only 
African nations could bid for this World Cup. 
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S Roma are chasing 

Perugia goalkeeper 

Jjko Kalac. Roma 

coach Fabio Capello wants 

Kalac as understudy to Ivan 

Pelizzoli next season and is pre- 

pared tc offer Perugia youngster 

Carlo Zotti in a straight swap 
for the Australian. 

Capello rates Zotti very high- 
ly and wants to loan him to 
Perugia for a season to gain 
senior experience before bring- 
ing him back to the club. 


tee ede 


Idham Athletic have 
Oren ies 
talks with Aussie goal- 
keeper Les Pogliacomi. 
Pogtiacomi is regarded as the 
best shot-stopper in Division 
‘Two and is wanted by his for- 
mer Latics boss, Iain Dowie, at 
Crystal Palace next season. 
‘The ex-Parramatta Power 
Nol actually tumed down a 
January move to Palace out of 
loyalty to Oldham, Latics direc- 
tors aré now hoping contract 
talks are successfully concluded 
before next week when 
Pogliacomi returns to his native 
Sydney for the summer. 
Pogliacomi, who arrived at 
Boundary Park in the summer 
of 2002, kept a club record 19. 
clean sheets last season and has 
impressed new boss Brian 
Talbot, who has made it clear he 
‘Wants the keeper to stay 


tek RK 


ut-of-contract: Marconi 

youngster Stefan Del 

Zio bas just retuned to 
hometown Sydney after a train- 
ing stint with Belgium's Racing 
Genk. 

Like many local players 
affected by the revamp of the 
domestic National League, Del 
Zio is without a club back in 
Australia and is training on his 
own as he prepares for presea- 
scn trials in Europe. 

“Belgium was a great experi- 
ence,” the teenager told tribal- 
foothall.com yesterday. “I was 
there for a couple of weeks and 
‘trained with the senior squad. 
“I've had trials at AC Milan, but 
this was the first time I partici- 
pated with a senior squad in 
Europe and it was a brilliant 

eu” 

Del Zio used the time at 
Genk to prepare for a return to 
Belgium in June for preseason 
trials 


“Yeah, that was the idea 
behind the spell at Genk,” the 
defender continued. “It was. an 
eye opener for me just to see 
What I need to do over the next 
couple of months to give myself 
the best possible chance of win- 
ning @ contract in Belgium,” 

Del Zio was overlooked by 
Australia U20 coach Ang 
Pestecoglou, for last month’s 
tour of France and Belgium, but 
hasn't given up hope of forcing 
his way into the squad ahead of 
the World Championship quali- 
fiers. 

“I was involved in the UI7s 
right up to the final World 
Championship squad being 
picked,” he said. 

“{ was absolutely gutted to 
miss out. I ended up as a stand- 
by, but it took mea while to get 
over missing out on Finland. 
“It's obviously. a massive target 
for myself ~ getting back into 


aussiesabroad 


BY DANIEL KUZIOW 


the squad for the U20s. Playing 
for Australia is the greatest feel- 
ing in the world and, yeah, I 
really want to get back 
involved. 

“But | know the only way I 
ean do that is by getting my 
head down, working bard and 
hopefully things going smooth- 
Ty for me in terms of winning 2 
deal in Europe. 

“There’s a lot of players ina 
similar situation to myself. I 
know I'm good enough to get 
into that Australia U20 squad, 
but [ also know it’s crucial ’'m 
playing club soccer, which is 
why I’m working so hard now 
in preparation for preseason in 
bell 

He added, “My agent, Lou 
Sticca, has a few clubs interest- 
ed in me, I enjoyed Belgium, 
but | could end up elsewhere, it 
just depends on how things 
open up for me.” 


wea 
ercle Brugge winger 


Andy Viahos is fuming 
after he was overlooked 


by Australia coach Frank Farin: ~ 


for this month's two-match 
home series against Turkey. 

The free-scoring attacker was 
confident of a call-up after sev- 
eral senior players were forced 
out of Farina’s plans due to 
injury and match commitments. 

“Tf there was a time that | was 
to get a first cap for Australia, it 
would be now,” a disappointed 
‘Vlahos told tribalfoothall.com’ 
fast night. 

“P’ve been in good form and 
missed just the one game in the 
past six months, I can't under- 
stand why Frank Faring, having 
spent most of his career in the 
Belgian first Division, hasn't 
considered me. 

“I’m gutted, yes, because the 
squad has injury concerns and 
players unavailable due to 
European commitments. If ever 
there was an opportunity it was 
now.” 

‘Vlahos has been delighted 
with how his first season in 
Belgium has progressed and 
refuses to give up on breaking 
into the Australia squad. 

“I will still press for a spot 
the following seascn,” he 
added. “I'll be retuming to 
Cercle for the second and final 
year of my contract.” 


kkk 


‘lmamnock boss Jim 
Jefferies ‘has revealed 
ssie striker Danny 


Invincibile has agreed terms on 
a new contract, 

Jefferies and Invincibile’s 
representatives have agreed the 
player will remain at 
Kilmamock next season, 

The manager said: 
“Byerything is agreed and it’s 
justa case of getting the papers 
signed.” 


ke 


radford City midfielder 
Gareth Edds is set to 
become — unemployed 

‘gain at the end of the season. 
The Bantams have told all 
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players to find new clubs as 
they prepare to be relegated to 
the Second Division, 

Edds joined Bradford this 
season from Swindon Town, 
Traving come through the youth 
‘setup at Nottingham Forest. 

The 23 “year-old has 
impressed at Bradford, doing 
enough to win a recall to the 
Australia U23 Olympics squad 
and playing 20 first team games 
at the club this season. 


Ce ee ame 2 


Glory defender Jamie 
‘Coyne is weighing up his 
future, 


‘The former West Ham trainee 
has reportedly been offered tr- 


vals by Dutch outfit Den Haag 


and is also considering an offer 
from Malaysia’s Super League. 

“It’s frustrating because you 
don’t know when the new 
league will start,” he told the 
‘West Australian. 

“If it works, it'll be great. 

“But, at the moment, you've 
got to look at whatever's being 
offered.” 

Glory pal Tom Pondeljak is 
also considering a move to 
Malaysia, 

“Hopefully after six months 
‘ot so we'll know what's going 
on,” he said. “I'd love to be here 
for next season.” 


kk KK 


obbie Gaspar has. been 

Keeping focused during a 

two-week break in the 
‘Malaysia season by working on 
his trademark free-kicks. 

The 23-year old has spent his 
spare hours practicing his tech- 
nique as Sabah await the return 
Jeg of their Third Round FA: 
Cup clash with Perlis on 12th 
May. And as the plywood barri- 
cade bears testament Gaspar has 
been hard at it with five of the 
‘defenders’ now headless. 

"The wood isn't very hard, it 
took me three days to knock off 
all the heads off the board," 
Gaspar explained. "I start off 
with forty (shots) on each foot 
and later progress to about 200 
all together. If's pretty tiring and 
‘you need to find the right bal- 
ance, You don't want to overdo 
it because you've got to keep 
yourself for training the next 
day." 

While training keeps the 
team's overall fitness level up 
Gaspar said there is only so 
much that can be achieved with- 
out playing competitive match- 


es. 

"Its pretty tough on the boys 
to Keep the momentum going... 
‘we want to play, not just train.’ 

Source - Brett Klucanik 


kkk 


‘arry Kewell has pledged 

full fitness for Liverpool 

next season in light of 

his ongoing ankle problem, 

which has plagued his form for 
the latter half of this season. 

This means he will not play 

in the upcoming Socceroo 

matches against Turkey, but 

Kewell insists he never made 


any promises to fronting up in 
the first place, 

“I've had an on-going ankle 
problem for much of this season 
and Ive been advised by Siri 
Kanangra (doctor) to take a 
proper break in the off-season," 
Kewell told kewelltalk.com 

"That's what I'm going to do. 
I'm looking forward to having a 
first ever holiday with Sheree 
and the kids," 

Media reports claimed that 
Kewell promised coach Frank 
Farina that he would’ play for 
Australia in the summer, but 
Kewell has slammed those 
reports, 

"It's a load of rubbish written 
by people who don't know 
what's going on. There was 
never a deal worked out with 
Frank for me to play in those 
matches." 

"T have no idea where people 
get this stuff, Frank and John 
O'Neill knew in Marci I will 
not be playing in the off-season 
now or in the future,” he ended. 

Editorial note: If as Harry 
Kewell claims, arrangements 
were made with the ASA that he 
would not be playing, those 
wishes should be respecied. The 
last thing we need is for a cru- 
cial World Cup Qualifier to be 
played without the likes of 
Kewell in the line-up because 
the ‘relationship has been 
strained to the point of no 
return 


Harry Kewell: Intent on 
galning full fitness for 
Liverpool next season, 


‘A 100 per cent fit Harry 
Kewell in late 2005 is a far bet- 
ter proposition than a 70 per 
cent fit Harry Kewell in the off- 
season of 2004, 


kek KK 


fallout to Leeds’ rele- 

gation (o the first division 

has already begun with 

former player Danny Mills urg- 

ing his current club, 

Middlesbrough to bring strikers 

‘Mark Viduka and Alan Smith to 
the Riverside stadium. 

Mills whose own loan deal 
ended last Sunday and is des- 
perate to stay on Teesside told 
‘Teamtalk.com: "I know we've 
been linked with Alan Smith 
and Mark Viduka and, if we got 
them and kept Bolo Zenden, we 
could be talking about 30 goals 
from the front two, 

"It's not up to me to say who 
should or shouldn't come here, 
but that's something any team 
could do with." 


kkk 


utch side FC ‘Twente 
D:: agreed a two-year 
deal with Jason Culina 
after the Australian finally 
passed his medical last week. 
The 23-year-old has joined 
the Enschede club from Jong 
Ajaxona free transfer after fail- 
ing i break through into the 
Ajax squad. 


Out-of-contract Marconi 
youngster Stefan Del Zio 
has returned home after a 

trial stint at Belgium's 
Racing Genk. 


Despite impressing Jong 
‘Ajax coaches John van 't Schip 
and Marco van Basten, Culina 
made just two appearances as a 
substitute for the first team, and 
the arrival of Yannis Anastasiou 
from Roda JC in February all 
but ended the Australian's 
chances of winning a regular 
place in the side. 

However, Twente technical 
director Johan Plageman 
believes Ajax's loss is their 
gain, 

"We are happy that every- 
thing is done now,” he told 
sportinglife.com. "Jason is a 
player who can play at different 
positions; he can be the main 
striker or he can play: right 
behind the deep striker, 

"He is a more than welcome 
reinforcement for FC Twente.” 


kkk 


righton and Hove 
Bi: Paul Reid is 
hopeful of an extension 
to his contract after a bright start 
to his Withdean Stadium career. 

The former Wollongong 
favourite signed from Bradford 
in March until the end of season 
and is eager to help the Seagulls 
achieve promotion to give him- 
self the best chance of a contract 
offer from manager Mark 
McGhee. 

Reid told teamtalk:com: "At 
the moment I'm concentrating 
on staying in the team and hope- 
fully getting Brighton into 
Division One but would love to 
stay at the club, 

“Ever since I've been down 
here I've had a good feeling 
about Brighton, 

"The players are a great 
bunch of lads and the weather's 
much better than in Yorkshire - 
its like being back in Australia." 


FARINA INJECTS NEW LIFE INTO ROOS 


best avallable squad against the Turks. 
Meanwhile Patrick Kisnorbo (Insert) has been 
- fewarded with his performances for Hearts witha 
Roo call-up 


By Peter Damalas 


‘occeroos tach Frank 
Farina has selected an 
eclectic squad to take 

on Turkey in the two-match 

home series which com- 

‘ences in Sydney this Friday 


‘The 


Australia will play the 
nation which finished third in 
the 2002 FIFA World Cup at 
‘Aussie Stadiuin, with the see- 
ond match to be played at the 
Telstra Dome in Melbourne 
three days later, 

‘These matches will provide 
the Socceroos with much 
needed match practice togeth- 
cx, as they will contest the 
Oceania segment of the 2006 
World Cup qualifiers com- 
mencing in Adelaide next 
Saturday (29/5). Australia take 
on arch-tivals New Zealand in 
the opening enccunter. 

“The two. matches against 
Turkey will be an enormons 
test for us, Turkey are one of 


the best nations in world soc- Europe. 


cer and this will certainly show 
where we are at on the world 
stage,” Farina sai. 
Australian Soccer 
Association will be missing its 
major driweards for these 
events, namely messts Kewell, 
Viduka and Cahill (who will 
night, be playing in the English FA 
Cup Final for Millwall against 
Manchester United). 

‘The cost of tickets to the 
games have also come under 
close scrutiny in recent weeks, 
but the chance to see the new- 
ook Socecres on home soil 
for the first time in three years 
will hopefully encourage soc- 
cer supporters to turn up. 

The ASA also need Turkey 
to send over their best players 
fo ensure that the series does 
not become a farce: 

Inter Milan’s pocket genius 
Emre Belozoglu, right mid- 

_ fielder Okan Burak, playmaker 
Yildiray Basturk and strikers 
Hakan Sokur and Iihan Mansiz, 
are among the top talents in 


‘The players chosen to repre- 
sent Australia in the two 
‘warm-up matches are at differ- 
ent stages of their careers, and 
most would be considered to 
be fringe players. Farina will 
‘be keeping a close eye on the 
younger players especially, as 
the World Cup qualifiers con- 
clude at the end of next year, 
‘during which time many things 
‘may change. 

First choice goalkeeper 
Mark Schwarzer came out in 
the press last week declaring 
his desire to wear the green 
and gold, and he may bein line 
for the captaincy, with both 
Craig Mocre and Paul Okon 
absent, 

Perennial understudy 
Zeljko Kale returns to 
‘Australia at the end of a diffi- 
cult season with his club side 
Perugia, who were relegated 
from the Itafian Serie A. He 
should expect some game time 
in the two matches. 

Australian Under-23 repre- 
sentatives Patrick Kisnorbo 
and Partick’s rising tower 
defender Adrian Madaschi 
(both based in Scotland) may 
form an unlikely central defen- 
sive partnership, although 
hard-man Steye Laybutt will 
be favoured to hold down one 
of the positions, 

Crowd favourite the zippy 
‘Stan Lazaridis is a near cer 
tainty at left-back, while the 
‘opposite position will be con- 
tested between old-timer Tony 
‘Vidmar and emerging talent 
Jade North. 

The defence is severely 
weakened, with injury to Craig 
‘Moore, Lucas Neill and Kevin 
Muscat (out for the season) 
ruling them oat, while Tony 
Popovic may be involved in 
promotion play-offs with his 
English club side, Crystal 
Palace Despite the many 
absentees, the midfield will 
remain strong. 

Parnta’s dynamic attacking 
midfielder Marco Bresciano 
hhas the opportunity to show 
himself a leader in front of his 
home supporters, while his 
former Carlton and Empoli 
teammate Vince Grella may 
finally get a sustained run in 
the Socceroo guernsey. 

ther options in the centre 
include Josip Skoko- the likely 
captiin for the serics giver his 


LET THE BATTLE BEGIN 


‘Lyou have yet to purchase your tickets for 
the much anticipated friendly match 
een Australia and Torkey later this 

‘month, then something must seriously be 


wrong. 

Friday 21 May, Aussie Stadium will play host 
to the Roos first friendly match for quite some 
time now on Australian sil against 2 bot Turkish 
side full of European stars, 

Frank Farina will be one lucky coach as he 
should have a full ist of his players minus Harry 
Kewell (ankle operation) and Kevin Muscat 
(lojured) for this match. 

Watching the likes of Marco Bresciano, Stan 
Lazaridis, Brett Emerton, Mark Schwarzer, Max 
Vieri is surely enough to make you want to getto 
this match, 

If that’s not enough, Turkey are expected to 
bring superstars Hakan Suker, Emre, Recher 
Rustu and Umit Davala which wil certainly 
bring out the Turkish community. 

‘Monday 24 May, the Telstra Dome in 


Melbourne will to:have the opportunity fo wit- 
ness this exciting clash that the Roos will use as 
practice before their opening OFC clash with the 
Kiwis on the 29 May, 

Expect to see a game played with guts and 
slory as both sides are renowned for their skills 
‘butalso ther spirit in wanting to win any ball at 
all costs, 

It might 2 a friendly but rest assured, there 
will be no friends when the 22 players enter the 


pitch, 

ABSW will be at both Sydney and Mefbourne 
venues covering the game in full detail along 
‘ith photos and statistics, 

Remember, soccer supporters have so far been 
starved of feotball, with this international fixture 
on our hanés, it has surely added a footballing 
fixture to our not so busy calendar. 

‘Australia y Turkey, 2 game that must not be 
‘missed by any real soccer fan, tickets are on sale 
now from Ticketek in Sydney and Ticketmaster 
in Melbourne. 


ABSW (&) 


CAHILL VS KEANE 
OR SCHOLES? 


knowledge of Turkish football season), Farina said: “[They] illwall goal-seoring except when he scores, ard 
(his club coach at_had outstanding seasons in the hero Tim Cahill thats usually every week!" 

Genclerbirligi has taken the  NSL and deserve the chance to says he is relishing Cahill has fond memories 
reins of the national team after be a fart of this squad. I's a | the prospect of facing Panl of watching the final as a 


Scholes and Roy Keane in 
the FA Cup final next 
month. 


youngster in Australia and he 
insists he is desperate to see 
Millwall do well in this year's 
showpiece, even though many 
pundits feel they have little 
chance of causing an upset, 
"The likes of Maichester 
United and Liverpool were the 
sides. grew up watching in 
the FA Cup and I loved seeing 
players like Mark Hughes 


the sacking of Senol Gunes)- 
and Simon Colosimo- recently 
retumed from a trial at 
Ancona. 

‘The two wing positions are 
also well represented, with 
Scott Chipperfield or Danny 
Tiatto on the left, and Brett 
Emerton or Ahmad Flrich oa 


‘great opportunity to show that 
players coming through the 
national league are certainly in 
consideration when we select 
the Socceroos. 

The forward line: has a 
strong Sydney United feel, 
with Mile Sterjoyski capable 
of playing up front or off one 


The Lions _micfielder 
scored the only goal of the 
semifinal tie against. 
‘Suncerland at Old Trafford, as 
the First Division side booked 
their place at the Millennium 
Stackum on 22 May. 

‘And Cahill can’t vait t 


the right of the flanks. : ; i 
Taina wil moe thn ikely But the main drawing card | Uke,on Keane and Co, in scot anpetevable, goals, 
play with a strict 44-2,forma- asfarasthe ASAis concemed | 4] watch a lot of Paul "I would always take the 
tion, and the absence of Harry isthe selection of Napolistik- | choles and Roy Keane day off school on the day of 
Kewell means that he does not er Max Vieri, who will make | because they're both such the Cup final. because every- 
have to ponder about where to his long awaited debut in the | unbelievable players.” the one in Australia would be up 
pce him on the field, green and gold. ‘Anstralian tld ManUtd.com, at ‘our in the moming :0 
His usual strike partner, Farina end the Socceroo “Scholes’'s Jate ghosting watch it. . 
“Mark Viduka, has endured a fans are sure to watch his | “nsinto the box are his trade- “We know it won't be'an 
Mipeiertnstr ate spac mark and he also works very easy game against United, but 
riteaoof his chublde has tard during games, on the day irl be all about 

: "He seems very quiet away playing good football and 
farther compounded his prob- from the pitch and you doat showing everyone what we 
bcs or MATCH DETAILS: | really hear much from him cando,”" he adds. 

His loss is Ante Milicie’s  *Friday 21 May 2004 - 
sain, Farina has rewarded the 7.30pm 
2003-04 ABSW Player of the at Aussie Stadium, Sydney. 
‘Year with a long overdue call- ‘*Monday 24 May 2004 ~ 
up, and he will be reunited 7.30pm 
With his fonmer Sydney United at Telstra Dome, Melbourne, 
colleague David Zadrilic, 
whose goals almost brought Matches willbe shown LIVE. 
that clubtheNSL ttlein 1997, on SBS Television but 
‘OF the four locally based delayed in the host city nnlese 
players (Milicic moved to the matches are 
sell-outs. 


‘Malaysia at the end of the NSL 


SOCCEROOS VS TURKEY 
FRIDAY 21 MAY, AUSSIE STADIUM ~ MONDAY 24 MAY, TELSTRA DOME 
TICKETS ON SALE NOW 


Tickets for Game One at Aussie Stadium, Sydney from Ticketek an (02) 9266 4800 or at www ficketek.com 
Tickets for Game Two at Telstra Dome, Melbourne from Ticketmaster? on 1300 136122 or at www.tickeimaster?.com 


FIFA WORLD CUP 2006. BRING IT ON. 


aya a ay. ce ane 
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(@) ABSW: 
Pot, 


Viduka and 


Fans angry at no-show of stars 


out of the upeoming matches 
against Turkey and the OFC 
‘Nations Cup farther firing 
many spectators minds in 
‘wanting to watch the friend- 
lymatch, 

After suffering hamstring 
and back injuries, it was going 
to Be ralher tough for the big 
striker in getting back for the 
‘match in Australia while it was 
aacase of Kewell’s ankle injury 
flaring up once more. 

Socceroo coach Frank 
Farina, who will announce the 
squad for the Turkey series 
tomorrow, said that Viduka 
will still likely travel to 
Australia and join-up with the 
rest ofthe squad. 

"L spcke to Mark and we 
now have the full information 
regarding his injury," said 
Farina. 

"He has been playing with 
discomfort and needs some 
time off to recover." 

"N'm sill expecting him to 
come into camp and be 
involved with the team in 
some capacity. He's very keen 
to say hello to the boys and at 
the same time our medical 
staff can assist with his 
recovery.” 


tion this season, 


Empoli in the lurch. 


he wanted to do. 


The Serie A will be expanded to 20 
teams next season withthe top five Serie 
B clubs automatically promoted leaving 


At frst it was going to be a rather 
tough task for Grella, who stated that it 
‘would be hard leaving the Tuscan squad 
buthis Green and Gold calling was what 


"We eae work with a 
‘group of 30-35 players. It's 
unfortunate that you lose play- 
ers to injuries but it proves 
why we are working with this 
large number of players. Our 
depth will be important in the 
future and this will give an 
opportunity to someone else in 
the squad to step up and gain 
valuable experience.” 

Tt was a case of his old 
ankle injury flaring up for 
Kewell who stated that he will 
not come home for both 
friendlies and the OFC quali- 
fying stages in New Zealand. 

The. Liverpool midfielder 
has opted instead in taking a 
holiday with his wife Sheree 
and his two kids. 

“T've had an on-going ankle 
problem for much of this sea- 
son and T've been advised by 
Doctor Siri Kanangra to take a 
proper break in the of-season. 
‘That's what I'm going to do. 
I'm looking forward to having 
a first ever holiday with 
Sheree and the kids”, Kewell 
told the ‘Daily Telegraph’ last 
week. 

Tt was believed chat the 
ASA knew of Kewell’s 
absence in March, 

“Frank Farina ad John 
O'Neill knew in March that I 
‘was not playing in the off-sea- 


offs. 


‘Also, Grella did state that his five 
year tenure atthe club is all but coming 
to a fruitful end as close sources have 
stated that he will leave the club at the 


end of the year 


Fiorentina. 


Vince Grella along with good friend 


One aspect that could possibly have 
Grella staying in Taly would be if the 
side make's the relegation series play- 


“I had hoped to Ieave Empoli as a 
Serie A club”, said Grella who has been 
linked with a possible move to 


son. My ankle problem has 
almost sorted itself out. I still 
have to be careful though, I'm 
only 25 and I want to be 
around in this game for many 
years to come”, Kewell said to 
the ‘Daily Telegraph’. 

‘Apart from the two known 
Australian's missing seven 
other stars are also in the either 
sick or cannot commit due to 


Lucas Neill, Tony Popovic and 
Paul Agostino have all been 
ruled out of the squad. 

Fans, angry at the prices 
‘waged for both Sydney and 
Melbourne (Adults and chil- 
dren will be forced to pay $97 
for standard seats) have asked 
that the no-show of these stars 
will certainly be a main player 
in them staying away from the 
friendly match, 

Avid soccer fan Dominic 
Zagari of Georges Hall with 
his wife and two kids said that 
the loss of Kewell and Viduka 
has played a huge role in his 
family not wanting to see the 
game. 


“Tlove watching soccer all- 
round. At first I thonght the 
ticket prices were far too much 
but when I took into consider- 
ation the calibre of the players 


GRELLA TO MAKE THE TREK 


mpoli’s Australian midfielder 
Vince Grella will defy all odds 
fand make the trip to Australia 
following his side's hattle for relega- 


Marco. 


Serie A. 


Like Bresciano, Grella has used 
Empoli as a stepping stone towards 
going onto bigger and better things. 

‘The Socceroos will certainly need the 
expertise of Grella who has not been 
involved as much as he would have liked 
to in the Roo squad. 

Known for his tough tackling and 
energetic runs in midfield, he will surely 
be one to watch out for against the 
Turkish squad. 


Bresciano were the 
Australian stars to make a real hit in the 


that we were hoping to come, 
the price was fair. Now that I 
know that Kewell and Viduka 
along with Moore and Aloisi 
‘won't be coming its tough for 
‘me to say yes. As a follower of 
the Soceetoo cause though 1 
will be out there but I don’t 
know about my two kids it 
‘might just be a one man show 
for that night”, Zagari stated. 
While on the other hand, 
die hard Socceroo addict 
Richard Hurst of Glebe was 
furious at the fact that fans 
were outraged at the ticket 


prices. 

“At the end of the day 
everyone wants to watch a 
game of football. Fans are 
complaining that we do not see 
enough soccer in this country 
let alone international fixtures 
and now is our big chance, 

Why are people so angry at 
these prices? I'm from 
England and prices there are 
triple the amount, T know we 
are: talking about a differeat 
keitle of fish but soccer is soc- 
cer in any language. 

So what if guys like Kewell 
‘and cannot make it, we have 
many other capable players 
‘who could fill their voids easi- 
ly”, Hust ended. 


first 
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Opportunity 


CWB mia Knocks as Roos 


ready for battle 


t was a tough task for Soeceroo coach 
Frank Farina in naming his 20-man 
wuad for the match against Turkey. 


A few new faces have hit the Roo scene, . 


‘one in particular being 22-year-old Partick 
defender Adrian Madaschi. 

Ante Milicic was also included into the 
squad after some sterling performances for 
his Malaysian side Pahang notching up a hat 
trick in his last match, 

"Its an opportunity for these players to put 
their hands up and T expect them to do that,” 
said Farina. 

“Opportunities like this don't come along 
too often so T'm issuing them a challenge to 
perform well and show what they can do at 
international level." 

Farina said the challenge of facing Turkey, 
semi finalists from the last world cup, would 
cenable him to see how these players perform 
against a team ranked in the top ten in the 
world, 

"The two matches against Turkey will be 
an enormous test for us. Turkey are one of 


the best nations in world soccer and this will 
certainly show where we are at on the world 
stage," said Farina. 

Farina was delighted to be able to include 
Australian based players Simon Colosimo, 
Ahmad Elrich and Jade North while Ante 
Milicic who starred for Parramatta in the 
NSL this year and is now playing in Malaysia 
was also named, 

"Those -four players had-outstanding sea- 
sons in the NSL and deserve the chance to be 
a part of this squad. It's a great opportunity to 
show that players coming through the nation- 
al league are certainly in consideration when 
we select the Socceroos," added Farina. 

Parma star Marco Bresciano will be the 
Socceroo’s star of the series and will be a 
player to watch out for after a tremendous 
season in the Serie A. * 

‘He along with Stan Lazaridis'and Brett 
Emerton will be players many Aussie fans are 
mushing to watch, as will be the first Socceroo 
appearance of Christian Vieri's younger 
brother Max. 


Madaschi’s Rise 


Madaschi’s confidence and 
‘the under fancied Scotland 
was to be his new home, 
Partick Thistle currently 
mocied at the foot of the 
Scottish Premier League 


t will be a Socceroo 
selection remembered 
the wrong reasons 

but 22-year-old defender 
Adrian Madaschi will 
never forget his greatest 


Two weeks ago, he was 
responsible for Partick’s 
two-all draw with 
Livingstone where the big 
defender rose up well and 
scored his first goal for the 


piece of soccer news - a table was to be his new club, club. 

call-up to the Socceroos. From the word go, Adrian ‘Then the -huge news 
Having been a member of wasinvincible atthe heart of filtered through tothe 

the famous U17 Joeys squad Partick’s defence. youngster — he had been 

that ‘nished third in New The experience he has selected into Farina’s final 

Zealand (Highest placing for gained during his nearly one- squad for the Turkey friend- 

any Australian team), Adrian Yearstay atthe club has been lies and the OFC clashes in 

had arough start tohis inter- amazing to say the least. Adelaide, 

national career. Having been drafted into Not bad for a player that 
Playing at Italy's Atalanta Frank Farina’s Olyroo squad, was forgotten some years 


for a couple of seasons, his 
performances were not up to 
so-called scratch with the 
Italians that resulted in a 
‘major shift change in kis 
career 

His player agent Lou 
Sticca. of Tribal Sports 
Management was busily 
Working out 2 way in lifting 


an event’ 


Madaschi. will surely be on 
his final selection list come 
the Athens Olympics in 
August and honour he’s 
explained that will “fulfil his 
chilatiood dreams in repre 
senting his country at such 


Madaschi’s honours did 
not stop there, 


back and was thought to 
have been yet another lost 
‘Australian youngster over- 
seas. 

His luck proves to anyone 
that anything is possible if 
the cards are played right. 

For Madaschi, his ace cer- 
tainly came through. 


Katholos Will Never Close 
The Door on Soccer 


Le 


mer Soeceroo and one ofthe all time 
‘great National Soccer Leagne players 
of the past, Peter Katholes, has not 
ruled out a return to soccer even though he 
admits to being disillusioned with the code at 
the moment. 

Speaking on Sunday Night Soccer on radio 
98.5 FM (every Sunday in NSW at 10.00pm) 
Katholos admitted that they way he was treated 
in the past left a sour taste in his mouth. 

“Thad an opinion and I expressed my opinion 
but unfortunately some people didn’t like that,” 
he told listeners. “Lfelt like « snake coming out 
of a hole and they were constantly pushing me 
down. 

“In mghy league or aussie rules they love the 
personalities. It is people like 
that who make the sport yet in 
Soccer we ty to kill them. 
‘Unfortunately it has left a bit of a 
sour taste in my miguth.” 
Capped 25 times for the | 
Soceermas Katholos played soc- |= 
cer with a great deal of passion. 
He was a much-loved character 
in the local game in the 19805 
and early 1990s, 

‘Arguably one of the miost 
‘enduring memories from the now 
defunct NSL was the sight of 
Katholos skilfully taking the ball 
past opponents, Affectionately 
known as ‘The Kat’, Katholos 


Olympic, Marconi Stallions, 
APIA Leichhardt and Parramatta 


cate his time to his family and to golf. 

“t'm in hibernation with soccer. My kids are 
involved with golf and I am playing a bit of 
competitive golf myself” he said. 

“I played soccer with passion and I still love 
it because soccer is in my blood. However, I am 
a bit disillusioned by ital and it is not the way 
to treat people that are really passionate. 

“{ did whatever I could for soccer. I played, 
coached, was on the board, was a sponsor and 
‘wrote articles [for ABSW], which I loved 
doing, but now my life has changed. 

“I've got kids that are growing up and I need 
to devote time to them. Maybe when they grow 
‘up a bit more I'll get back in some capacity. 

Katholos was very frank when speaking 
about the new 8-team league that is being pro- 
posed by the Australian Soccer Association. 

He agrees that change was long overdue but 
is also in favour of incorporating some of the 
better people and ideas from the past. Katholos, 
loved at all clubs for which he played, also told 
listeners thatthe so-called ethnics should not be 
totally discarded. 

“We definitely needed change. We needed 
new people on the board, sponsors, television 
‘and more exposure,” he said. “We all hope that 
forthe sake of our kids and grandkids socoer is 
on the map because we have a Lot af good play- 
ers here, 

“T was just reading John O'Neill's report 
about getting soccer where it should be. He says 
that it is not going to be easy and that we need 
the support of everyone. Well great, thank you, 
thanks for telling us,” The Kat told listeners. 

“There are a few question marks about how 
itis all going to eventuate, I believe that people 
that have been in the game a long time need to 
be asked their opinions and not shown the door. 
[am not sure if that is the way to go about it. 

“The so-called ethnics, at the end of the day, 
hheld soccer together in this country and I’m 
pretty sure they will still suppor it tothe bone. 
We will probably need the experience that these 
people have faced and gone through during the 
years. 

“You can't say see you later, thank you, 
thanks for your services and we'll take over 
now. You have to treat people with respect and 
Jet them help you.” 


played his football for Sydney Former Socceroo Peter torch when it shortly artives in 

will return £0 yystralia. So how does he think 
the round ball game in the Otyroos will fare in the 
Eagles, Today he prefers to dedi- SOM WAY VETY SOOM. Athens Olympics in August? 


Katholos was part on an era when very few 
players had the opportunity to go overseas. The 
best players in the country basically played in 
the NSL on a part-time basis. 

Like many others, Katholos would have been 
in high demand by European clubs had he been 
playing today. Nevertheless, the 1980s are still 
regarded by many as the halcyon days of the 
NSL. 

Katholos, Marshall Soper, Graham Amold, 
John Kosmina, Tony Henderson, David 
Ratcliffe, Charlie Yankos, Steve O’Connor, Ken 
Murphy, Frank Farina, Chris Kalantzis, Charlie 
Villani, Amo Bertogna, Gecry Gomez, Graham 
Jennings, Joe Watson, Tony Pezzano and Alan 
Davidson, are just some of the outstanding 
names that come to mind having graced our 
SL fields in that era, 

_ “In the days when we played 1 
remember that the only player 
|} overseas was Eddie Kmeevic," 
he said. “John Kosmina had 
‘gone to Arsenal 2 couple years 
|} prior but you coud count them 
‘on one hand. 
“{ remember when I went to 
Gresce they were asking me do 
you actually play soccer in 
‘Australia? It was an incredible 
time, We had great players back 
in those days but unfortunately 
the doors were closed for us.” 
One the subject of Greece, 
Katholos has received the hon- 
‘our of carrying the Olympic 


“They should do very well,” he told listeners. 
“They have a very strong squad and the players 
‘have all the right attributes. They've just got to 
believe in themselves and go out and prove 
themselves. Ijust hope that Frank [Farina] plays 
the right eleven on the park.” 

Katholos is particularly praiseworthy of Nick 
Carle who is part of the Olyroos team. Always 
‘one to support the skilful player, perhaps he 
sees some of himself in the skilful Marconi 
playmaker. 

‘He is adamant that skilful players are vital if 
‘Australia is to qualify for the next World Cup. 
Katholos said that predictable players, whom he 
describes as ‘robots’, are not the ones the public 
‘wants to see and they are not the ones who will 
win you matches. 

“T like Nicky Carle, I think he is an excep- 
tional. footballer. He can make things out of 
nothing, play a one-two, have a shot on goal and 
is generally very hard to stop,” Katholos said, 

[remember the days when Steve Corica 
‘wasn't geting a run in the national team, yet he 
‘was a player that could do things out of nothing. 
At the end of the day these are the players you 
need, 

“You can’t have robots out there, If we are 
going to try and qualify [for Germany 2006] by 
having robots that are predictable, then we have 
no chance again, 

“The players that Frank Farina haé in his 
squad are a very, very talented bunch. We've 
got the squad to be able to qualify for world 
ccups and we could have made the last World 
Cup. 

“Let's encourage the skilful players, the 
‘game-breakers and those that can do something 
‘out of nothing. They are the most important 
players and I hope that this time around Frank 
[Farina] does the right thing by this type of 
player." 

And, finally, what was Katholos’ greatest 
memory in his illustrious playing career? 

“One of my best would the Australia vy 
England match at the SCG when I was man of 
the match. I received a really good report from 
Bobby Robson. I thoroughly enjoyed my time 
asa Socceroo and I am very proud of it.” 

‘Sunday Night Soccer airs weekly at 10.00pm, 
every Sunday on radio 98,5 FM in NSW. 


ABSW () 


Johnny Warren's Charity Golf Da 


alling all sports- 

minded people living 

in NSW to join for- 
mer Australian World Cup 
captain Johnny Warren for 
a glorious Charity Golf Day, 
already organised for 
‘Thursday 27th May 2004 
and to be played at 


You do not have to be a 
‘Slamming Sammy Snead’, 
Jack Nicklaus or even a Tiger 
Woods. 

Just grab your clubs and 
head down to glorious 
Jamberoo for a fantastic fun 
day with fellow sports person- 
alities. 

‘Mr Ross Warren, licensee 
cof the historic local Jamberoo 
Pub, together with a syndica- 
tion of Sponsors, have banded 
together to stage a ‘Charity 
Golf Day’ to be played on the 
local lush links of picturesque 
Tamberco. 


(110 #) Three of Australla's five alltime Soccer greats, former Australian World Cup legends, Ray Beart, 


Foran all inclusive package 
donation of $50:00, each play- 
erreceives his Golf fees, lunch 
plus all drinks. 

All raised will go 
towards the ‘Sydney National 
Cancer Foundation’. 

Already almost 100 spors- 
‘men have signed up for this 
funcfilled day. 

Join former Australian 
World Cup Captain Johnny 
‘Warren with many other for- 
mer and current Internationals 
for a round of Golf on the lush 
links of Jamberoo Golf Club. 

Many former internationals 
will be attending this marvel- 
Jous and nostalgic day includ- 
ing former internationals 
Johnny Watkiss, Ray Baartz, 
Dougie Utjesenovic, Georgie 


imberoo Pub & Jamberoo G 


Invite you to a. 


Charity Golf Day 
with Johnny Warren 


at 
Jamberoo Golf Club Thursday 27th May 
Hit-Off 10am 


Proceeds to Sydney National Cancer Foundation for Cancer Research 


+4 Ball Ambrose Teams — shotgun start 
+ AGU & LGU Handicaps — otherwise men 18 ladies 36 max 
* Ist prize **Best net score (handicap) 
** Best scratch score 
+ Nearest the pins * Best second shot on par 4 + Novelties & prizes galore 


Donation $50.00 includes round of Golf, Lunch & Drinks Bookings: 
Ross Warren (02) 423 60 270 — Home 02 423 60 119, Fax: (02) 423 60 870 
Vehicle parking at Pub or Golf Course 
Please meet at Golf Club entrance (opposite P.O.) @ 10am 


Johnny Watkiss and Johnny Warren. 


R.V. WARREN 

JAMBEROO PUB, 

12 ALLOWRIE STREET, 

JAMBEROO ... 2535 OR 
PHONE (02) 42-360270 

Fax: (02) 425 60 870 

Email: warroo@speedlink.com 

NO LATER THAN 20-5-04 


Player No.1 
Player No.2 


Player No.3 . 
Player No.4 . 


NAME OF TEAM 


“Harris and Jimmy Fraser 
Form a team of four, fill out 
the form below and fax to the 
address shown, 
ek fers beh PLEASE ENCLOSE PAYMENT — CHEQUE — MONEY ORDER OR 
ax your Entries today. ? 
Single plyersarealsomost | BANKCARD — DONATION $50.00 PP, 
‘welcomed, Tee-off has been 
fet down for 10am siarp. | CREDIT CARD TYPE... 
Plenty of free parking avail- NUMBER .. . 
able. EXP. DATE 
DON’T BE LATE. 
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Cooker Pressure In 
Coaching 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


opportunities could have 


‘occer coaches are constantly converted. cal — 
under success expectations Opposition coach Phil Carr A new, diection was required 
from their chub, committees admutied a draw was on the and with that in mind the coach set 
and fans, happy his side did not falter under out to rebuild. . P woopiue F A TT 
Leading teams —say the top 4 or ae Firstly needed was a new goal- Preston Lions SC IS pAeeS ee has aig 1A ee 26: 
six — are sailing in elative calm Roberto puts it down to ‘anxi- keeper and signed was the talented 2.Frankston Pines SC Taser eg lap ae 16 ue a2: 
waters but even their coaches are et’ of his strikers, everybody  Sooman Naidoo, A solid defence 3.Balleen Zebras SC ews Os Feely Eames? 8 
aware a ‘couple: of poor eau Wanlet geome andtinithe end. was toned vith Slane Leki, 4Green Gully CavaliersSC = 37 33 
cauld see their side quickly slide nobody does. Nonm Wickes, Terry Petos, mid- 5.Oakleigh Cannons SC teeth a gran Cr Ly 
down the competition table. He believes one of these days field with Tim O'Brien, Beren Wt ea . i em eres 
Imagine what it is like further his attacking style will punish an Sullivan and in attack Michael 6.Altona Magic SC 13 7 2 4 3 
down the table and the coaches ‘severely, Peros, Pano Tzolakidis, Ricky 7.St Albans Saints $C 13 6 2 5 16 3 20. 
working during training nights to _{t a long Way to the final Bertakis plus a number of young 8.Essendon Royals SC Tages Siamese 16g oiteenls 
motivate their squads to greater round of 26 in September for pos youth grade 9,Whittlesea Stallions SC 2p ae 4 6 2 fake weil) 
achievements trying to invigorate Watilla to secure a respectable to compete his squad. 10.Knox City SC Go 1 9 ea (1 
hidden talents. Postion on the ladders Gary is confident to maintain a 1LFawkner Blues SC mem eal Ge aban De 
Some local soccer clubs have His main worry is to avoid seti-_ solid mid table position and if kept h a 
Signed named national league ous injuries ied itieatal Mes as coach next a seat 2 ee on 12.Bentleigh Greens SC 3 1 1 u 6 CAE 
layers ~ only one per chub iyers, not having ready ‘experience gained to take the team ; 
es sala teehee sabes Lone psn even higher onthe table, -obmic ane 13 Results Bentleigh Greens SC __vs. Esserdon Royals SC 
tion points. ‘So far the coach is satisfied seems to be in good hands. St Albans Tue, 25 May, 6:15PM 
‘One has to admire the at with the on-field-show of the play- (Poul Uriovie2) Whittlesea Stallions SC vs. Green Gully Cav SC 
coaches in Premier League and es slinthe process of gathering Cup Results From Midweek 1 Na 
First Division working week to  €&perience in top grade of soccer. 


week against the odds to lift their 
team. 


Roberto Hernandez of Premier 
League soccer club Warilla 
Wanderers, presenily running 
10th, is passionate about soccer, 


relying on a young ba- Premier League club Mlawarra, 
bly a bit thin in ea juries — Wollongong Olympic, pos- cup-quar- | GreenGully ..... 
may hit his numbers. tioned 9th on the competition ‘won 22] | (ovngoat) 
Discussing their progress afier table, in his “rookie-year’ as club against Olympic and Port Kembla - 
rounds he ishopefl toachievea coach, has very successfully defeated West Illawarra 7:0. | Fri, 27 May, 6:15PM 


wi or tow soon, 
tis acknowledged by oppo- 
nents that Warilla is playing attrac- 
tive soccer, capable to match it 
with any team in the Premier 
League. 

Th their previous hothe: game 


Patience needs to be exercised by 
all and support forthcoming, 


HATTON ON-FIRE. 


ary Hatton, coach of 


moved on from’ last year still 
active as player with Seltarbon, 
pi exact coach. 


KS turmoil in the club, he has 
calmed the waters and assembled 
a formidable squad. 


nied with reportedly 
Fernhill 


Around 8 of the 2003 team left 


YOUNG SIDE DRAWS 
AGAINST FSU 
lhe Women's National Squad, 
T= taking the field with a 
young experimental lineup, drew 
1-1 against Florida State University on 
Thursday night at Broadbeach Soccer 
‘Club on Queensland's Gold Coast. 

Twas the second of their three games 
against the top four-ranked American 
college side during the AIS/National 
Squad Training Camp. 

‘Overall, it was a tightly fought con- 
test, the Australians made to work 
against a Florida team looking more pol- 
ished than in the previous weekend's 
opener. With possession fairly evenly 
shared, the home side looked the more 
dangerous in attack, whilst Florida were 
very solid on the ball but lacking in cre- 
ativity up front. 

‘The locals started off in lively fashion, 
Lana Harch finding herself in a great 
one-on-one, but shooting straight at the 
goalkeeper. 

Nevertheless, after quite a tussle, the 
deadlock was finally broken, Florida 
State University snatching the lead in the 
74th minute. Jez Ratliff wes the scorer 
from a ball played in behind the defence, 
finishing in clinical style. 

Australia's Heather Garriock then 
equalised with four minutes remaining in 
the match, running in unchallenged to 
meet a pinpoint Sally Shipard cross with 
a well-struck header, 


Match details - 

National Squad 1 (Heather Garriock 
86') drew with Florida State University 1 
(Jez Ratliff 74') 


National Squad - Melissa Barbieri 
(gk), Pam Grant, Amy Taylor, Rhian 
Davies (Karla Reuter 46'), Gill Foster, 
Tal Karp (Sally Shipard 64), Bryony 
Duus (Kylie Ledbrook 46'), Leah 
Blayney (Heather Garrick 46’), Lana 
Harch (April Mann 64’), Michelle 
Camey (Lisa De Vanna 64'), Kate Gill 
(Danielle Small 46). 


NATIONAL SQUAD WINS 
LAST GAME, 


T: ‘Women's National Squad fin- 
ished off their series of three 
games against Florida State 
University on Saturday afternoon with 
an emphatic 4-1 victory at Merrimac 
Soccer Club on Queensland's Gold 
Coast. fi 

‘An Australian combination of young 
and experienced Squad members was far 
too polished for their American oppo- 
nents throughout the first half, going in 
at the break 4-0 up. Although still with 
the upper hand, it was a much less 
engaging affair for the second 45 min- 
utes of play. 

Young midfielder Kylie Ledbrook put 
the locals up inside five minutes, timing 
her rim to break through on the right, 
Several more opportunities were created 
during this period's one-way contest, 
Lisa De Vanna with around four unre- 
warded opportunities, whilst Sarah 
Walsh, Ledbrook, and Joanne Peters also. 
had chances. 

‘Then thrée goals within seven minutes 
on the half-hour mark then put the win 
beyond doubt. "Walsh converted from a 
rebound off the keeper from a Heather 
Garriock cross, before a Peters through- 
ball set-up Walsh for the shot with 


jade games in youth and 
games played 
LN saris e week saw in 


Ainversiy winni 
Pee ingila Lions an 
Kent 


jawarra winning 4:2 over 


"This week the remaining quar- 
ter final matches brings together 
Dapto v University and Bulli v 

Coniston Lions and in youth grade 
Albion Park WE v Kiama and 


against Tarrawanna the outcome and new recruits had to be attract- 
Could have been more postive if et Olympic. Gar tok over a 


huge 


VicTORIAN PREMIER LEAGUE 


2003-04 8 


(own goal, N Sekulovski, 
4 Sopa 
Bentleigh Greens 
(E Papatponos) 
Essendon Royals 
(a Curia 5 Pace) 


v Dapto. 


Ledbrook on the end of the keeper's 
parry. Walsh then scored again after 
breaking up the left flank, 

After numerous substitutions in the 
second half, the Australians still had the 
odd opportunity but. without the liveli- 
ness and fluency of the first 45 minutes, 
Florida was able to push a bit more into 
attack, but still were unable to create 
anything clear cut, 

Florida State University then got 
themselves on the scoresheet in the 73rd 
minute from a long ball into the danger 
area. Australian goalkeeper Melissa 
Barbieri appeared to be fouled, but play 
continued and the loose ball was stuck 
away into the back of the net. 

Match details - 

National Squad 4 (Kylie Ledbrook 5', 
33!, Sarah Walsh 31', 38') defeated 
Florida State University 1 (73!) 


National Squad - Cassandra Kell 
(Melissa Barbieri 46)(ek), Cheryl 
Salisbury (Thea Slatyer 13), Gill Foster 
(Karla Reuter 46°), Dianne Alagich, 
Rhian Davies, Heather Garriock (Leah 
Blayney 46), Sally Shipard (livia 
Hohnke 61'), Joanne Peters, Kylie 
Ledbrook (Sarah Walsh 84), Lisa De 
Yanna (Selin Kuralay 31) (De Vanna 
52), Sarah Walsh (Lana Harch 46). 


WHERE TO NOW? 

The National Squad Training Camp 
now concludes today (Tue). The camp is 
the last time Australia's twenty-eight 
squad members are together before the 
18 June deadline for selection nomina- 
tions forthe Olympic Team. 

‘The Australian Olympic Committee 
will then make the announcement of the 
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Round 14 Fixtures 


Oakleigh Cannons SC 
Sat, 22 May, 3:30PM 
Altona Magic SC... 
Sun, 23 May, 1:00PM 
Frankston Pines SC. 
‘Fawkner Blues SC... 


(K Delev,S Becinvosti) 


ws, Bulleen Zebras SC 
vs. Knox City SC 


vs.St Albans Saints SC 
vs, Preston Lions SC 


18-member Olympic Team plus four 
‘alternates’, 

So it's back home to their State-based 
National Training Centre (NTC) pro- 
grams, where the most they can do is 
continue to train to their best. 


Paul Uriovie notched up two goals for 
Knox City against St Albans last week. 


Other than that, there remains the tor- 
turous month-long wait to discover 
whether their Olympic dream has come 
to reality and they can pack their bags 
for Athens 2004, 11-26 August. 


ASA expresses interest 
in national Cup 


Benen were 


[here have been calls across the 

‘Australian soccer community for 

‘national FA Cup style competi- 
tion, following the success of the NSW 
Continental Tyres Cup this month. 

It is understood that the Australian 
Soccer Association has expressed 
informal interest to both Soccer NSW 
and Continental Tyres, major sponsors 
of the NSW Cup, regarding:the possi- 
bility of a national Cup in 2005 

Continental Tyres says that its sug- 
gestion of going national in 2005 has 
received across the board support, and 
that they are committed to its promo- 
tion. 

"This is year one of a three year com- 
‘mitment by Continental Tyres and we'd 
Jove it (o go national,” said Continental 
‘Tyres national marketing manager, 
Gregor Stone. 

"The response in NSW has been fan- 
tastic, and we think soccer fans would 
‘support a national FA Cup style compe- 
tition.” 

The Cup was a huge success in 
NSW, vith over 70 clubs competing for 
$50,000 in prize money, with State 


Premier League clubs Sydney Crescent 
Star and Bonnyrigg White Eagles play- 
ing a tightly contested Final on Sunday 
May 16, with Crescent Star emerging 
victors after a 109th minute golden 
goal. 

Intense marketing by Continental 
Tyres and Soccer NSW bore fruit as 
well, with the Final attracting over 
3000 spectators and fans. Highlights of 
the game were shown on SBS’ Monday 
night Toyota World Sports program. 

Soccer NSW, organisers of the 2004 
Cup, are also involved in the possibili- 
ty of the creation of a national Cup. 

"Any national cup competition 
would have to be run along state and 
regional lines in the carly rounds 
because of the vast distances between 
cities in Australia," Soccer NSW direc- 
tor Bobby Clark said. 

"But that wouldn't detract from the 
main thing, that the giant killers would 
get the chance against the big teams. 
‘That's the essence of cup football,” 

‘Australian soccer had a national cup 
competition during the 1980’s and 90's, 
the NSL Cup, but it collapsed in 1997 
because of narrow competition. 
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from the 


dressing sheds 


by Mark Stavroulakis 


FORGET THE 2 NAMES 


Mark Viduka and Harry Kewell will not be coming 
‘out for the Socceroos v Turkey clash this weekend. 

To many people it’s obviously been let down and 
so it should. 

The pair have been renowned for being THE 
MAIN players for the Socceroos but its time for a 
change. 

Viduka and Kewell have been pulled out through 
injury, true or not it was a tough decision for Frank 
Farina in naming a full-strength squad for these 
important friendly matches, 

Does this mean though that fis should boycott the 
match because the two household names have failed 
to come through? I think not, 

Its obvious that the ticket prices have been rather 
outrageous but the quality of the Socceroo squad still 
exists in the 20-man team Farina has selected. 

First and foremost we have the best performer by 
far as both a Socceroo and a player that has done 
Australia proud in Europe in Marco Bresciano, 

‘The Parma star has been a revelation in the Serie A 
for the financially unstable club. 


Marco the Great Bresciano has been 
Australia’s best performer overseas by far. 


His goals have ear-marked him as one of the 
hottest players in the Italian league and already big- 
ger names in both Italy and England have joined the 
fight in signing up the former Carlton midfielder. 

Forget Kewell and Viduka, Bresciano has been 
Australia’s best player by far. 

‘Moving along the Roo list we have Blackburn's 
speed-star Brett Emerton, 

Although Blackburn have struggled this season in 
the English Premier League, Emerton has been con- 
sistent in what has been a terrible year for the Rovers, 

His appearances for the Roos i sure to bring some 
excitement for the fans who will witness his darting 
and threatening runs along the flanks. 

Let’s not forget the energetic Stan Lazaridis who 
has been one of Birmingham City Steve Bruce's 
standout player 

Stan ‘the man’, like Emerton, is a natural in run- 
ning all day and bis work-horse mentality along with 
his crossing skills should be enough ammunition for 
the Roo strikers to pounce on, 

‘The debut of Napoli striker Max Vieri, brother to 
famous Christian of Inter, should also be an antici- 
pating sight, 

Many Australjan fans have wondered how Vieri 
junior plays, seeing him first hand in Sydney and 
Melbourne will certainly put a Sweet taste in any sup- 
porters mout’. 


The in-form Ante Milicic who has been on fire 
with new club Pahang in the Malaysian Super League 
should also be interesting to view. 

Let's not forget the first time call-ups to both 
Adrian Madaschi and Patrick Kisnorbo who both 
hhave had a splendid season with their respective 
Scottish Premier League clubs. 

‘Adding to this list would be new skipper Mark 
Schwarzer and former Wolves star Scott 
Chipperfield. 

Overall, there is a good 20 names in the squad that 
hhas enough power to scrap the bad headlines of our 
so-called two test players failing to make the trip. 


Galati Rumors? 


‘Yet another rumour currently doing the rounds 
around Australian soccer circles is IEC Head-Honcho 
Dominic Galati starting up what appears to be a rebel 
league to the APL, 

Purely speculation it’s been one of a lot of com- 
ments this past week within the soccer community. 


Marconi Won’t Give In 


‘Two official bids have been placed on the table 
from Sydney as representatives of this state in the 
new APL next season and low and betold the 
‘Stallions are one of them. 

Apart from the SOCCER NSW bid that looks odds 
on favourites in claiming the only spot — for now — 
Marconi have shown that they won't give up until the 
final whistle, 

The Stallions board have voted for having a team 
in the best cémpetition in Australia but have also stat- 
ed that they would certainly be around if the decision 
goes against them. 

Anew 16-team NSW competition has been specu- 
fated with Marconi wanting in alongside Olympic, 
‘Sydney United and the Wollongong Wolves, 


Wolves No-More? 


We could be referring to the Wollongong Wolyés 
under a new guise it was speculated in Sydney last 
week. 

The tag ‘Wolves’, could be dropped all together 
under new bids to push through the South Coast club 
into the APL next year, 

Previously sown as Wollongong City, the man- 
agement are set to change a few things around the 


club that had won two National League champi- 
onships. 


SIMUNIC READY FOR 
EURO 


From Croatia with love: Former Melbourne 
Knights defender Josip Simunic will be a 
key defender for his squad come Euro 2004. 


Former Melbourne Knights defender Josip 
‘Simumnic is poised and ready for an assault in Portugal 
at the up and coming Euro 2004 championships, 

‘The Australian born player who tumed his back on 
playing for the Green and Gold and opted to wear the 
colours of his parents background, Croatia, has been 
summoned as one of the players to watch out for in 
Croatia's squad, 

Having graduated from the AIS, Josip’s decision to 
turn his back on Australia was one that created a lot 
of controversy in this nation. 

Since then, there have been a few more Australian 
rising stars that have jumped ship with rival nations 
but in some way their moves have been for the better. 

Tn Simunic’s case that was a true fact. 

Since his bold move to Croatia, the tal] defender 
has represented his new nation at the last World Cup 
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in Korea/Japan and will now represent-them at the 
Euro 2004 championships, 

Had he stayed in Australia, he would have 
achieved litle success on a world stage. 

‘That's not to say that what he did was the right 
thing to do as patriotically speaking it was rather 
Unjust to say the Jeast, 

Many Australian soccer journalists lost interest in 
a youngster that was tipped for huge success as an 
Australian in Europe — that was not to be though. 

Currently starring for German giants Hertha 
Berlin, one interesting fact about Josip would be that 
of his stats in the official Euro 2004 website 
(www.euro2004.com) , below his summary has an 
explanation that he was a product of the AIS. 

Simunic will have the uneasy task of tackling the 
likes of Michael Owen, Thiery Henry, Zinedine 
‘Zidane and David Beckham to name a few as Croatia 
have been pooled in a tough group alongside England 
and France. 


SOCCER COMMERCIALS 
SIMPLY THE BEST 


For quite some time now soccer has dominated the 
charts as being the world sports most exciting and 
‘cotertaining television commercials and the good fac~ 
tor is - they only get better. 

For those of you who sit glued to the box every 
weeknight would have noticed by now two standout 
advertisements promoting the best sport in the world. 

‘One has been the new Nike add which is simply a 
gem. 

‘Having the scenario of the Brazilians playing Euro 
2004 hests Portugal, the ironic aspect in this add has 
the game kick-off well before the start of the match in 
‘the tunnel, 

‘The tricks of Luis Figo, Cristiano Ronaldo, 
Ronaldinho, Ronaldo and Roberto Carlos are just 
some of the many hi-tech scenes in this add. 

Not to mention special cameo performances by the 
King himself Eric Cantona and Manchester United’s 
Raud ven Nisterooy. 

Ending the add with the referee tackling 
Ronaldinho for the ball, this surely is one of soccer's 
‘most outstanding adds. 

‘Crossing to the next add that has been seen count- 
Jess times on SBS has been David Beckham's 
Vodafone add. 

Showing “Mr Posh’ himself checking out a new 
house with a Spanish Real Estate Agent hoping to sell 
it, Becks takes a number of photos and sends it to his 
favourite brothers - the Neville’s-Gary and Phillip. 

The twist in this commercial is that Becks takes a 
shot of the sunny weather he currently has in Spain, 
when both Neville brothers receive his photo text, as 
per usucl, a rainy stormy weather is-seen in England, 

Wher it comes to soccer, promoting it is so much 
easier and far better than any other sport in the world, 

Can we see a Socceroo or ASA add on the new 
Teague coming soon? Hint Hint... 


League buff Stuart Jones and also ABSW Editor 


‘Mark Stavroolakis — opinions from these soccer 
‘experts have and will be voiced over tive on air 
= ‘You too can ask the panel of experts yourself 
‘on what yon wat to know aboot anything hat 
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VSF STRIKE 
INSURANC 


DEAL 


he Colac Otway other fees. President Mark 

| Soccer Association Jennings says the deal means 
says it is relieved it 
has been able to strike a 


the association can go ahead 
with a soccer season this 

deal to reduce its public lia- 

bility insurance costs. 


year. 
The Victorian Soccer 


"Td like to think that we 
could have maybe a reduced 

Federation has agreed to 

waive some of the fees it had 


season from the timeframe 
point of view, but certainly 

been levying on the associa- 

tion and reduce the insurance 


get some kids out there play- 
ing sport and also the adults 

cost toa similar level paid by 

other sports. 


as well, give them the oppor- 
tunity to become reacquaint- 

The Colac association had 
been concerned about how it 


ed with the joys of playing 
would pay 2 $6,000 bill for 


soceer," he said. 
The Victorian Soccer 
public liability insurance and 


Federation's Damien Bown 


says ‘the Colac association 
will be charged $165 for 
public liability insurance and 
about $130 for each senior 
player. 

He says soccer is becom- 
ing more popular across 
south-western Victoria. 

‘We're thrilled with the rate 
of growth and certainly we 
will see soccer both boys and 
girls soccer really becoming 
the prominent sport in the 
region I would say in the 
next three to five years," he 
said, 


Eleventh Hour 
Support for 
South Melbourne 


By Mark Van Aiken up hope. Administration 
doesn’t mean we are finished 
y the time you read but we have a limited time to 


this the fate of the 
‘South Melbourne 
Soceer Club will be known. 
A meeting of creditors on 
Tuesday will have been and 
gone and it is believed that 
the ‘Friends of South’ (FOS) 
group, which has overseen 
the fund raising efforts for 
the beleaguered club, will 
have put a proposal to the 
creditors. When going to 
press all indications will 


convince the administrator 
and creditors that we are 
capable of raising enough 
funds” explains Koukoulas, 
‘we just want to get the mes- 
sage out that all hope is not 
Tost but we need everyone's 
support, and we need it 
quickly”. 

The group has penciled in 
a program of events includ- 
ing an information evening 
on Wednesday the 19th 


have been accepted pursuant 7.30pm at ‘The Point’, a 
to strict guidelines and fur- restaurant and Function 
ther monies being raised. 

In the last week another 


group has emerged along * is * 
the same lines designed to 
‘compliment the efforts of 
FOS with a focus more 
directly on the rank and 
file South Melbourne 
fans. 

Campaign Co-ordinator 
George Koukoulas is 
enthused by the support he 

__ha received so far. “We 

“have a simple charter of rais- 
ing funds to save the club 
amongst the South 
Melbourne members and 
supporters”, 

The group is operating 
independently of the South 
administration, 

In 7 short days they have 
implemented a web site and 
conducted a mail out to 
members informing them of 
where everyone currently 
stands. 

‘As itis some have given 


(SOUTH MELBOURNE S.C, 


Centre adjacent to the club's 
Albert Park home, 

Clb legend and 
Austalian Under 20 and {7 
coach Ange Postecoglou 
Will be one of a number of 
speakers atthe evening. 

It represents the first time 
that South Melbourne mem- 
bers and supporters have had 
access to any formal infor- 
mation or a public mecha- 
nism to support the club in 
its fight for survival since the 
club's official rally at Bob 


Jane Stadium on April 2nd, 

Richard Cauchi and David 
Lofthouse of CJL Partners, 
‘who have been appointed as 
the administrators, held an 
information session a fort- 
night ago. There the clubs 
debts and perceived assets 
‘were explained to around 70 
members at the team’s Social 
‘Chub. 

The rooms have been 
stripped of most of the iden- 
tifying South Melboume 
paraphernalia including the 
clubs trophies and champi- 
onship banners which have 
been stored according to the 

administrator “for safe 
Keeping”’ Fans and 
members are no longer 
allowed access to the 
bar, hence ‘South 
Saviours’ relocation to 
an alternate venue. 

« “We hope to get as many 
people along and then 
plant the seed, Those 
who attend on the night 
will be implored to 
‘become ‘Advocates’ and 

in tum recruit as many fel- 
Tow South supporters who 
have, not yet contributed to 
do so” says Koukoulas. 

While the support has 
‘come late in the game for the 
4 time NSL champion, 
‘South Saviours’ believe 
their efforts will not be in 
vain and the proud club will 
live on at Bob Jane Stadium. 


For more information 
a i s i t 
www.southsaviours.com 
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MARCONI TO BATTLE 
FOR SYDNEY SPOT 


ne of Australian soccer’s most 
traditional clubs Marconi 
Stallions will battle SOCCER 
NSW's bid to be the only representa- 
tive from Sydney in the revised APL 
next season. 

‘Atthis current stage Sydney has just 
two bidders for the sole spot with appli- 
cations having closed last week. 

‘The $5 million a year budget has not 
ppt off the Stallions who have stated 
that they will not go out without a stern 
fightin keeping their side alive amongst 
the fierarchy of the Australian soccer 
league, 

“We would want to play at our own 
stadium because the largest growth area 
is in the west, Ifthe ASA said to us that 
they wanted us to play at Aussie 
Stadium then we wouldn't accept. 

There's also the big issues of spon- 
sorship and television and how much 


we would get back. Its difficult to plan 
When you don’t know these things”, 
stated Club Marconi president Tony 
Campolongo to the ‘Daily Telegraph’ 
last week. 

If the Stallions bid is rejected, the 
side won't be ost in the wilderness with 


pales 


the club vowing to take part in the NSW 
Summer Super League that could con- 
sist of up to 16 teams that will include 
four former NSL clubs 

Sydney Olympic have been a club 
that will be part of the new NSW 
Summer league set-up this season. 


‘The club and its members have stated 
that they will do all they can in wanting 
to be part of this set-up rather than mak- 
ing a bid for an APL spot due to the 
‘uncertainty’ of the league and its 
finances so far 

Members voted unanimously in 
favour of having the squad take part in 
the NSW Premier League rather than 
the APL. 

SOCCER NSW's bid has teen 
thrown in a bit of limbo of fate as a 
umber ofits member clubs have stated 
that they do not want their finances 
taken away from them with the bid into 
the APL next season. 

SOCCER NSW President Tom 
Doumanis though is quietly confident 
thatthe bid will stand as is and they will 
be a force to be reckoned with come 
next season. 


Farina defends 
Kewell’s absence 
from Socceroos 


‘ewell is unavailable for the 

two-match series against 

World Cup- semi-finalists 
Turkey and the following Oceania 
Nations Cup in Adelaide becanse of 
an ankle complaint which prevents 
him from taking long-haul flights. 

Tnstead, the Liverpool striker is off 
for a family holiday in the English 
Premier League off-season, 

But Farina, who on Wednesday 
announced an understrength 20-man 
squad for the Turkey series minus 
‘Kewell and fellow injury victim Mark 
Viduka, defended Kewell's absence. 

"Harry certainly does have a condi 

. It's been confirmed by 
Liverpool's medical staff and our med- 


ical staf,” Farina said. 

"He needs to get it in check before 
the start of next season. 

"He does have concerns over his fit- 
ness and does need a break.” 

Kewell played the second half ofthe 
English season well below his best 
form with the suspect ankle. 

He has played just 16 matches for 
Australia since his debut in 1996, 

Kevell is one of 10. first-choice 
players missing from the squad to play 
Turkey here on May -21 and in 
Melbourne on May 24. 

Viduka pulled out with back and 
hamstring problems along with skipper 
Craig Moore and defender Kevin 
Mascat, who both have knee injuries. 


Socceroo coach Frank Farina 
has backed Kewell’s absence 
from his 


ASA provides incentive 
for bidding teams 


ustralian Soccer Association 
As chief executive John 

O'Neill says the successful 
bidders for a place in the Australian 
Premier League will have the added 
incentive of qualifying for next year's 
world clab championship. 

Expressions of interest close next 
week for clubs wanting to join the eight- 
team league which will officially kick- 
off in July 2005. 

‘O'Neill says the teams will contest an 
interim cight-week competition starting 
in February, with the winner eligible for 
the lucrative challenge against the top 
teams from the world’s six regional con- 
federations. 

"Whilst it's a teaser competition it 


will be very, very attractive because the 
winner will be able to-go through to the 
‘world club championship and pick up 
quite a bit of dough,” he said, 

‘Mr O'Neill said he was excited one of 
the bidders hed already decided on a 
name for its team. 

A Melbourne consortium wants to 
call its side the Melbourne Rush. 

But Mr O'Neill said it was important 
all prospective franchises and the ASA 
‘ensure the competition will be viable, 

"The fact that the Victorian Soccer 
Federation came out or someone came 
out and said this is going to be the name 
of the team, wel, great,” he said, 

"T mean, enthusiasm levels are high 
but we've got to be feet on the ground.” 
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By Glenn Davis 


Rivers extended its unbeaten run to 

P= matches and brought an end to a sim- 

ilar winning streak from Mitchelton with a 

hard fought 2-1 win in their crucial premier 
league clash at Teralha on Saturday night. 

The victory lifted Pine Rivers into equal second 
place on 20 points, three points clear of Mitchelton 
and Rochedale, which thumped Taringa Rovers 7-1 
away from home, 

Mitchelton, promoted from first division this sea- 
son, was in second place prior to Kickoff after hav- 
ing not lest since its opening round 2-nil loss to 
Palm Beach. 

However, Mitchelton suffered at the hands of a 
recent lack of competition in its first game for three 
weeks due to last week’s washout and the previous 
week's round of Queensland Cup football, 

ine Rivers led 1-nil at the break after a dud shot 
from Josh Rose bamboozled the Mitctelton keeper 
midway through the first period. 

"Josh tried to volley it but struck it awkwardly 
which caught their keeper by surprise," said Pine 
Rivers coach Clayton Koch. 

Mitchelton hit back to level the scores in the 65th 
minute when Jason Podgi headed home.Pine Rivers 
found themselves unider extreme pressure after the 
equaliser with Mitchelton coach Greg Brown feeling 
confident his side would prevail. 

However, Pine Rivers snatched a late winner 
three minutes from time when Rose's deceptive 
speed fooled the Mitchelton defence Rose arrived 
late on the edge of the box to challenge the 
Mitchelton keeper, who was caught by surprise 
when beaten to the ball by Rose who tucked home 
the winner, 

Brown believed the lack of match toughness 
played a hand in the result, 
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PINE RIVERS EXTEND MAGIC RUN IN QLD 


"They got a breakaway goal to score the first and 
then our keeper made a mistake not to get to the ball 
for their second," Brown said, 


"It was our first game for three weeks because of 


‘Queensland Cup commitments and last week’s wash 
out and it had an obvious affect, 

"Overall I didn’t think Pine Rivers troubled us 
that much except they were dangerous on comers 
and set plays. 

"We dominated the second half and peppered 
their goal and Steve Comino even hit the upright, 

"Brown thought it was only a matter of time 
before his side would break the deadlock after Gino 
Invincible and Nick Kuyper had two powerful shots 
saved, 

"We were all over them and even when there was 
only a few minutes to go I was confident we could 
get the winner,” Brown said. 

"Unfortunately we made a costly error at the back 
and paid for it.” 

Mitchelton suffered an injury blow for its vital 
match next week against runaway league leaders 
Queensland Lions, went Invincible limped off with a 
hamstring injury late in the game. Koch agreed with 
Brown's match assessment, 

"It was close and could have gone either way," 
Koch said. 

"A draw would have been a fairer 
esult."Mitchelton dominated us in the second half 
and after they equalised they had three or four other 
chances. 

Tn the round’s biggest upset bottom placed North 
Star toppled Palm Beach 2-1 at O’Callaghan Park. 

North Star trailed 1-nil at half time after striker 
Joel Wright netted for the visitors when he rounded 
two defenders before slotting home next to the 
upright. 

"We were cruising in the first half," said Palm 
Beach coach Karl Herdle. 


Premier League 


"They only had one shot in the first 45 minutes 
‘and their only dangerous player was Stu McLaren — 
he’s aclass player. 

“Even after the break we hammered them until 
they popped up with a surprise goal."I was livid with 
the equaliser then our keeper Mitch Cleary, who nor- 
mally is our reserve grade keeper, dropped a long 
‘shot which gave them the winner.” 

Although Palm Beach remains just outside the top 
four, Herdle has threatened mass sackings for next 
week’s crucial clash with third last placed 
Toowoomba who went down 4-nil at home to 
Queensland Lions, 

“We haven't had a result against the two bottom 
sides now and that’s worrying,” Herdle said, 

"We've got Toowoomba, who are third last next 
week and we just can’t afford another slip up."T've 
got players in the side who are bludging and not per- 
forming and no team can survive with superstars. 

"Ef we don't get results against bottom sides with 
our so called better players then I'd rather give 
young players a go who will give 110 per cent,” he 
said, 


North Star coach Ken Swan said the victory 
would hand his team plenty of confidence. 

"Tt was having the courage to win, and now the 
boys know that they can win it will give them the 
confidence to attack teams," he said. 

"They are a good young crop of players but cer- 
tainly lack the experience at this level, so it’s good 
to have Stu McLaren there to lead the playets 

Lions coach Miron Bleiberg was pleased to come 
away from the tough road trip to Toowoomba with a 
strong 4-nil result. 

Greg Di Losa and John Richter gave the visitors a 
two nil half time lead which was extended after the 
break by Michael Baird and Royee Brownlie, 

Lions started the match with a ten-point break 
over nearest rivals Mitchelton and are in better 


Metro 1 


ABSW (&) 


The Lions — 2003 Champions of Queensland @&2 


QuUREmsLAND 


shape near the season’s halfway mark than last year, 
according to Bleiberg. 

At this stage last year we had two losses so we 
can’t complain not having dropped a point so far this 
year," he said. 

"Our record of 44 goals for and only four against 
speaks for itself. 

“I can't ask for any more although the competi- 
tion is a lot closer than a lot of people think. 

"We've got a big lead because the teams just 
behind us have been taking points off each other 
while we've been that bit more consistent." 

‘At Heath Park; Wynnum joined Easts in equal 
seventh spot with a hard fought 2-1 win over the 
Tigers. 

Shane Coffey scored the opening goal to give 
Easis a 1-nil lead in the 25th minute which Wynnum 
cancelled out when Mackay teenager Michael Van 
Moolenbroek scored the first of a double, 

‘The winner from Moolenbroek came ten minutes 
from the end when Des Hughes held up the ball on 
the edge of the box before rolling it into his path for 
a well-taken goal, 

Wynnum’s keeper Adrian Guidello, who was 
making his premier league debut, had an outstanding 
match denying several Easts chances. 

‘Wynnum coach Kevin Meacock was pleased with 
the result but more importantly with his defence, 

“It was a hard game and we had to battle hard in 
defence and did it quite well," Meacock said. 

"We were in the game when it mattered most.” 

Easts coach Col Bennet was disappointed with the 
results although he was happy with his players? per- 
formance. 

"We haven’t moved up the table for four weeks 
and Wynnum have now joined us," Bennett said. 

"We aren’t playing too badly and have one more 
game before the halfway mark and maybe then we 
can start a new season over again." 


North Star 2 (Leach, P Brownlie) v Palm Beach Sharks 1 (Wright) 

‘Taringa Rovers 1 (Davani) v Rochedale Rovers 7 (Izbulo 2, K 
Dodd, Watson, Thomas 2, Urabe) 

Eastern Suburbs 1 (Coffey) v Brisbane Wolves 2. (Van 
Moolenbroek 2) 

Mitchelton 1 (Poggi) v Pine Rivers 2 (Rose 2) 

‘Toowoomba Raiders 0 v Queensland Lions 4 (Di Losa, Richter, 
Baird, R Brownlie) 

Brishane City 3 (Bell 2, Theochari) v Souths United 2 (Drewek, 
Bridge) 


21 
25 


arynowsnnonss 
JOVanaosnNypor 


‘North Star 0 Palm Beach Sharks 0, Taringa Rovers 2 Rochedale 
Rovers 1, Eastern Suburbs 4 Brisbane Wolves 2, Mitchelton 4 Pine 
Rivers 2, Toowoomba Raiders 0 Queensland Lions 1, Brisbane City 4 
‘Souths United 1 


Premier Youth 

North Star 1 Palm Beach Sharks 3, Taringa Rovers 1 Rochedale 
Rovers 1, Eastern Suburbs 1 Brisbane Wolves 3, Mitchelton 7 Pine 
Rivers 3, Toowoomba Raiders 0 Queensland Lions 1, Brisbane City 3 
Souths United 0 


Division 4 

Peninsula Power 2 Redlands 1, The Gap 0 Ipswich Knights 1, Mt 
Gravatt 2 Albany Creek 1, Brisbane Olympic 3 Capalaba 0, Rocklea 0 
Southside Eagles 2, Uni of Qld 1 Beenleigh 1 


Fresults & 
Tables 


Brisbane Olympic 
Peninsula Power 


Peninsula Power 2 Redlands 1, The Gap 4 Ipswich Knights 0, Mt 
Gravatt 2 Albany Creek 0, Brisbane Olympic 6 Capalaba 0, Rocklea 0 
Southside Eagles 3, Uni of Qld 15 Beenleigh 1 


Division 1 Youth 

Peninsula Power 2 Redlands 2, The Gap 1 Ipswich Knights 2, Mt 
Gravatt 0 Albany Creek 3, Brisbane Olympic 1 Capalaba 1, Rocklea 6 
Southside Eagles-3, Uni of Qid 4 Beenleigh 2 


Division 2 

Samford 1 Brisbane Force 2, Grange Thistle 4 Annerley 1, 
Newmarket 3 Oxley 0, Moggilt | Goodna 4, Slacks Creek 0 North Pine 
3, Ipswich City 2 Bethania 0 


Division 2 Reserves 

Samford 0 Brisbane Force 3, Grange Thistle 1 Amnerley 2, 
Newmarket 6 Oxley 0, Moggill 1 Goodna I, Slacks Creek 3 North Pine 
4, Ipswich City 3 Bethania 2 


Souths United 2 Pineapple Rovers 0, Brisbane Wolves 2 Uni of Qld 
2, Taringa Rovers 3 Park Ridge 0, Wilston 4 Darra Lions 4, Mitchelton 
0 Acacia Ridge 6, Clairvaux 5 Bayside United 1 


Metro 2 
Brighton 3 The Gap 3, Logan City Kings 5 Pine Hills 3, Brisbane 
Toro 4 Pine Rivers:2 


Metro 3 

Souths United 1 Pineapple Rovers 3, Pine Hills 0 Uni of Qid 3, 
Grange 2 Darra Lions 3, Newmarket 2 Eastern Suburbs 3, Clairvaux 2 
Bayside 1, North Pine 1 Acacia Ridge 2 
Metro 4 

Brisbane Force 0 Old Bridge 5, Beenleigh 6 Acacia Ridge 3, Taringa 


Rovers 0 Regents Park 5, The Gap 2 Newmarket 4, Mt Gravatt 2 
Southside Eagles 0, Brisbane City v Slacks Creek (not available) 


Metro 5 

North Star 6 Brighton 0, Redlands 1 Ridge Hills 3, Clairvaux 0 
Slacks Creek 4, Brisbane Olympic 1 Annerley 1, Albany Creek 1 
Eastern Suburbs 3, Ipswich City 0 Newmarket 3 


Metro 6 
Regents Park 2 Mooroondu 3, Camira 4 Brisbane Wolves 1, Goodna 
4 Mt Gravatt 1, Albany Creek 2 Park Ridge 3 


Open Youth 

Rochedale Rovers 0 Brisbane Force 5, Queensland Lions 2 Souths 
United 1, Toowoomba Raiders 0 Bethania 1, Slacks Creek 2 North Pine 
i 
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‘ews of possible match fixing has created more off-field 
cdramain Italy this week. The match in question is thé 1-1 
draw between Chievo and Siena from March 21, 

‘The magistrates in Naples‘are handling the case and club offi- 
cials from both clubs have been called to give evidence, So too 
have the coaches, Gigi Del Neri of Chievo and Giuseppe 
Papadopalo of Siena, faced the magistrates 

‘A plone conversation prior to this match has been intercepted 
by the potice. Siena's former goalkeeper, Generoso Rossi, was 
heard telling a third division player for Grosseto that both clubs 
had agreed to fix the match, 

‘According to Rossi's phone conversation Del Neri isthe only ” 
person who knew nothing about the plan. However, all parties, 
from club officals to coaches, ae denying any involvement. 

‘The magistrates are casting the net alot wider than just the 
Chievo-Siena fixture, Rossi's exclusion from Siena's team in 
recent times is also under investigation, 

‘There are in total twelve clubs that are under investigation 
ranging from Serie A to third division. And there are five play- 
crs, including Siena’s centre-forward Nicola Ventola formerly of 
Inter nd part ofthe Italy Olympic team in Australia four years 


8g0. 
‘The investigation wil take time and it could go well into 
Italy's summer. It ooks lke the only winners out of this entire 
messy afar will be the lawyers. 
ssneseeeese 
azio have wor the Coppa Italia thanks to a 2-2 draw with 
Juventus in Turin. Its a small consolation prize in Italian 
football each year to win the Coppa Italia which certainly 
Jacks the publicity, ype and romance of the English FA Cup, 
Lazio certainly deserved their fourth Coppa Italia after coming 
back to draw with Juventus after being two goals down, David 
‘Trezeguet and Alex Del Piero gave Juventus a two-goal lead only 
for Bemardo Corradi and Stefano Fiore to equalise for Lazio, 
Unlike the FA Cup, the Coppa Italia is not decided by a single 
final. Itis played on a home and away basis and the matches are 
midweek. 
Marcello Lippi now leaves as Juventus coach empty handed. 
In fact the last few weeks have been the least memorable for 
Lippi at Juventus. To say that their defence let them down again 
would be an understatement. 
‘The Coppa Italia is not a serious tournament in Italy and that 
includes the final. During the season the bigger teams usually 
field their second string sides and crowd attendances are usually 


‘The solution forthe Coppa Italia would be to have it as an 
‘under 23 toumament. The future stars or the young players with 
limited opportunities would be able to show what they can do 
and they would probably take ita lot more seriously. 

ceading Italian daily paper, La Repubblica, has published an 
extensive interview with arguably one the greatest club 
(coaches of alltime in the Serie A, Fabio Capello, 

Capello is adamant that Roma had a fantastic season even 
though AC Milan won the Scudetto, He is extremely praisewor- 
thy of his former club for their achievements this season. In any 
other year, if Roma had played this well they would have won 
the ttle he says. 

‘Capello was also critical of Sky Ty, the rights holder to foot- 
bull in Italy for paying such a huge sum of money to Juventus, 
Inter and AC Milan. He says that the rich clubs seem to get all 
the money whereas the most needy miss out 

Roma look certain to lose Emerson and Walter Samuel in the 
off season but Capello believes, finances permitting, Roma will 
sill be competitive. Samuel and Emerson are such great players 
that virtually every club fas them on their wish list. 

Capello is still under contract to Roma for next year and at 
this stage, despite rumours, he intends staying, Infact he is 
already planning his team and is playing an instrumental pet in 
the transfer market for Roma. 

Francesco Tot is sill inked with a transfer to Real Madrid. 
‘As always the great Spanish club, which Capello coached to a 
‘Liga ttle in his only season there 1995/96, will buy one big 
name player in the summer. 

‘Whether itis Tot, Thierry Henry or Ruud yan Nistelrooy, 
remains to be seen. Totti, however, bas been linked to the 
Bernabeu for months and Capello did not deny that Totti in 
demand. 


F= god luck to Soceetoo Simon Colosimo, not only for 


the Australia-Turkey setes this weekend, but also in his 

endeswour to secure a contract in Italy, His good mates 
Vince Grella and Mark Bresciano have done it and ther is no 
reason ey he can't aswell, 

NSW readers can tune into 98,5 FM on Sunday nights at 
10.00pm for all the latest soecer news locally and abroad with 
‘myself, Joseph Cartucci, Mark Stavrontakis, Robert 
Searselletia and Stuart Jones. 


CHIEVO .......4.2 
BOLOGNA ........1 
hievo Verona spoilt ex-ltaly striker 


Giuseppe Signori's last career match in 

Serie A. Fabio Pecchia connected on a 
Signori offering giving Bologna an 11th minute 
lead, 


Chievo pulled level six minutes later thanks to a 
header from Brazilian Amauri and grabbed all 
three points with a fierce drive from Andrea 
Zanchetta on 22 minutes. 


EMPOLI .........2 
INTER MILAN ......3 


‘ater Milan assured themselves of fourth and a 
Tie: in Champions League qualifying with a 

victory that relegated the small Tuscan club to 
the second division, 

Batiling Empoli took the lead on 18 minutes 
when Stefano Lucchini blasted home a parried 
Ighly Vanriuechi freekick. Inter attacked furiously 
and managed to pull level on Adriano's header off 
the post one minute into first half injury time. 

Inter took the lead through substitute Alvaro 
‘Recoba's 65th minute free kick and made it 3-1 five 
minutes later with a wonder-goal by Adriano who 
dribbled through the Empoli defence before 
depositing the ball past keeper Davide Balli. A 
‘Tommaso Rocchi strike seven minutes from time 
made the final minutes tense but Inter held on. 


LAZIO 2... ee eee ne ed 
MODENA .........1 


azio Won but had to settle for a UEFA Cup 
spot and in doing so sent Modena down to 
second division after two seasons in the 

top flight, 

Bernardo Corradi latched on to a superb Stefano 
Fiore through ball and fired past keeper Adriano 
Zancope to give Lazio 4 17th minute lead, 

Brazilian Cesar made it 2-0 with a close range 
shot four minutes after the restart, A Nicola 
Amoruso penalty six minutes from time gave 
Modena false hope, 


LECCE . eer | 
REGGINA went 


ruguayan intemational Ernesto Chevanton 
scored his 19th goal of the season in the 
southern derby. 


Como 1 Bari 3, Messina 4 Albinoleffe 1, 
Napoli 2 Catania 3, Palermo 3 Vicenza 0, 
Pescara 1 Treviso 2, Ternana 1 Salernitana 
2, Torino 4 Piacenza 2, Venezia 0 Fiorentina 
2, Atalanta 0 Livorno 0, Avellino 2 Genoa 1. 


FA Pts 

1.Palermo 67 -3675 
2.Cagliari 59 4374 
3.Messina i §3 -4172 
4.Livomo 66 -4071 
5.Atalanta 53-3470 
6 Piacenza 44-3567 
7. Fiorentina 48-4566 
4562 

A659. 

5159 

4656 

AIS4 


16.Salemitana 
17 Albinoleffe 
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ANCONA 


Chevanton gave Lecce the lead directly from an 
Lith minute comer, A 31st minute Stefano 
Dall’Acqua header restored parity for Reggina but 
Daniele: Franceschini tapped home seven minutes 
before the break giving Lecce all three points. 


AC MILAN ........4 
BRESCIA .........2 


hhampions AC Milan ended their remarkable 
season with a comfortable win over Brescia 
‘and also waved goodbye to Brescia's former 
European Player of the Year Roberto Baggio who 
played the last Serie A match of his career. 

A superb run by Kaka allowed Jon Dahl 
Tomasson to blast Milan into the Jead on 36 min- 
utes. Andriy Shevchenko tapped home a partied 
Cafu blast two minutes later giving the Ukranian a 
Teague leading 24 goals this season. 

Brescia's Matuzalem pulled a goal back eight 
minutes after the restart but on 60 minutes 
‘Tomasson headed home his second of the game 
after some fine work by Kaka. Substitute Manuel 
Rui Costa rifled home a low angled drive five min- 
wes later before Matuzalem added his second to 
found out the scoring. 


PARMA .. one 
UDINESE . seed 


arma's in-form striker Alberto Gilardino 
scored four second-half goals, giving him 23 
forthe season. 

Per Kroldrup's 56th minnte header gave Udinese 
the lead but Gilardino equalised with a header of 
his own four minutes later. On 71 minutes 
Gilardino tured past a defender and fired Parma 
into the lead but Martin Jorgensen's diving header 
from a Vincenzo Iaquinta cross made it 2-2 seven 
minutes later. 

Parma regained the lead with Gilardino’s 78th 
‘minute hat-trick and made sure ofthe points thanks 
to Gilardino’s fourth, a close range effort on 85 
minutes, Marek Jankulovski pulled a goal back for 
the visitors one minute into injury time, Both clubs 
are assured of UEFA Cup football next season, 


PERUGIA 


é «10 
wee eee 
dramatic second half strike’ from 
Englishman Jay Bothroyd gave Perugia a 
precious victory over already relegated 
Ancona and ensured the Umbrian side a chance of 
survival via a play-off with the eventual sixth 
placed team in Serie B. 


SAMPDORIA -0 
AS ROMA ... = 0 


cond placed AS Roma, fielding mostly play- 
crs fiom their youth squad ended their season 
with a goalless draw against full-strength 

Sampdoria 

Assured of an automatic Champions League 

spot next season, Roma came close to taking an 


AC Milan's Ricardo Kaka’ celebrates the 
4-2 win over Brescia. 


Foma midfielder Mancini (left) and 
Sampdoria defender Stefano Bettarini 
challenge for the ball. 
early lead but youngster Gaetano D'Agostino saw 
his effort come off the post. Sampdoria also pushed 
forward coming close with strikers Fabio Bazzani 

and Francesco Flach, 


SIENA ...........1 
JUVENTUS . +13 


‘uventus ended Marcello Lippi’s reign as man- 
ager on a positive note with a comfortable win. 
Igor Tudor gave Juve the lead with a 32nd 

minute header but six minutes later Tore Andre Flo 

volleyed home a cross from Brazilian Junior to 
level the score. 

Three minutes later Fabrizio Miccoli restored 
the lead with a powerful long range effort. Marco 
Di Vaio's volley'on 61 minutes sent Lippi out with 
‘a morale boosting victory. 


SERIE 


Perugia 1 Ancona 0, Chievo 3 Bologna 1, 
AC Milan 4 Brescia 2, Empoli 2 Inter 3, 
Siena 1 Juventus 3, Lazio 2 Modena 1, Lecce 
2 Reggina 1, Sampdoria 0 Roma 0, Parma 4° 
Udinese 3, 


F A Pts 
65 -2482 
68 -1971 
6] 4269 
59 -3759 
ST 4658 
-3856 
4050 
4246 
3744 
5641 
-5740 
5439 
5434 
4534 
5632 
4630 
5430 
70 13 


ARSENAL ...........2 
LEICESTER CIT 
C hampions Arsenal's victory made them 
only the second team ever to go through, 
a season in the top flight undefeated 
after Preston North End 115 years ago. 

‘Arsenal went a goal down in the first half 
when striker Paul Dickov headed in a right 
wing cross by defender Frank Sinclar. 

The home side took charge in the second 
half, however, after Thierry Henry converted 2 
47th-minute penalty when Sincleir brought 
down Ashley Cole. 

The winner was a gem with captain Patrick 
Vieira taking a defence-splitting pass by 
Dennis Bergkamp to round the keeper and tap 
in. 


eveceet 


ASTON VILLA ........0 

MANCHESTER UTD ....2 

illa, whose dream of UEFA Cup foot- 

\ ] ball next season was shattered, commit- 

ted defensive mistakes that allowed 
United to score twice inside 10 minutes. 

The visiting side, however, finished two men 
short after the late dismissals of Darren 
Fletcher and Cristiano Ronaldo. 

Ronaldo broke away on the right in the 
fourth minute and unleashed a low right footed 
shot that flew inside the near post, past diving 
keeper Thomas Sorensen. 

Six minutes later Ruud van Nistelrooy, fed 
from the left by defender John O'Shea, skipped 
past Sorensen to turn the ball inside the same 
post. 


BLACKBURN .........1 

BIRMINGHAM CITY .....1 

overs ended a disappointing season by 

R seis their unbeaten run to six 
matches. 

Andy Cole, fed from the left by Tugay, broke 

past two challenges to score his 11th goal of 


the season in the 24th minute. Stern John head- 
ed an 83rd-minute equaliser. 


BOLTON 


FULHAM .......002242 
B olton's five-game winning run came to 
an end with this home defeat but they 
still registered their highest finish in the 
premier league. 
Fulham, however, extended their unbeaten 
record against Bolton to six matches, U.S. 
striker Brian MeBride scoring both goals for 


Everton’s Leon Osman (left) challenges 

Manchester City’s Shaun Wright-Phillips. 
the Cottagers. 

McBride struck first on the stroke of half- 
time, heading home Luis Boa Morte's cross 
from the left, He added the second, a shot into 
the roof of the net from Steed Malbranque's 
right wing cross, 12 minutes from time 


CHARLTON ..........2 
SOUTHAMPTON .......1 
harlton ended two unwanted records 
with their first win on their final match 
C: the season in 17 years and their first. 
goal on the final day since 1996. 

Paolo Di Canio laid on the opening goal in 
the 36th minute for Jason Euell and Carlton 
Cole added the second eight minutes into the 
second half from Matt Holland's pass. 

David Prutton pulled one back just after the 
hour but Charlton hung on to grab seventh 
spot, their highest premier league finish. 


CHELSEA ......0++-+1 
LEEDS UTD ..........0 


helsea manager Claudio Ranieri, widely 
reported for months to be on his way out, 


of Stamford Bridge, was given a rousing 


Liverpool's Harry Kewell (left) takes on Newcastle's Andrew Griffin. 


reception by the crowd after his second-placed 
side finished on a winning note. 

Good saves early on by relegated Leeds's 
young trainee keeper Scott Carson, including 
tipping a Joe. Cole shot over the bar, kept 
Chelsea at bay until Jesper Gronkjaer headed in 
Glen Johnson's ball from the right on 20 min- 
utes, 


LIVERPOOL ..........1 
NEWCASTLE UTD ..... 
‘ewcastle, UEFA Cup semi-finalists this 
season, secured fifth place and the right 
to another shot at Europe’s number two 
competition next season. 

Striker Shola Ameobi, taking a Lee Bowyer 
pass, put Newcastle ahead in the 25th minute 
with a low shot. 

An England combination delivered 
Liverpool their equaliser when Michael Owen 
scored in the 67th minute with a shot inside the 
bottom left corner from Steven Gerrard's pass. 


MANCHESTER CITY ....5 
EVERTON .........+-1 
‘e. ity ended a disappointing season with a 


goal fest and their second victory in 
thiee matches, while Everton finished 
with no wins in their last six. 

Paulo Wanchope struck twice in the opening 
half hour, first with a right foot-shot in the 
middle of the box from Nicolas Anelka's cross, 
then turning Claudio Reyna's lay-off into the 
net from the right. 

Wanchope Jaid on the third four minutes 
before halftime for Anelka and Kevin 
Campbel) pulled one back on the hour when he 
headed home from a comer. 

City rounded off a crushing win with two 
goals in the last two minutes from French mid- 
fielder Antoine Sibierski and Shaun Wright- 
Phillips. 


PORTSMOUTH ........5 
MIDDLESBROUGH .....1 
tiker Yakubu Aiyegbeni scored four 
S goals, including a hat-trick in the opening 
half hour, to make it 11 goals in 10 
games. 

He opened his account in the fourth minute 
with a shot from the left after being put through 
by midfielder Eyal Berkovic. 

He then converted a 14th-minute penalty 
after being brought down by Danay Mills and 
completed his hat-trick after Boudewijn 
Zenden had pulled one back in the 27th, 

Aiyegbeni added his fourth in the 83rd, three 
minutes after veteran substitute Teddy 
Sheringham had scored the team's fourth on his 
final appearance. 


WOLVES 2... eens eee 0 
TOTTENHAM 
purs ended a poor season with two suc- 
cessive wins, Robbie Keane, who scored 
a hat-trick against former club Wolves in 
25-2 win at White Hart Lane in December, put 
Spurs ahead in the 34th minute with a low shot 
from the right. 
Jermain Defoe added the second in the 57th 
minute when he latched on to’a poor back pass 
by Wolves forward Carl Cort, 


Ljuns 
at the Lelcester City defence. 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


Arsenal 2 Leicester 1, Aston Villa 0 Manchester Utd 2, 


Blackburn 1 Birmingham 1, Bolton 0 Fulham 2, Chariton 
2 Southampton 1, Chelsea 1 Leeds Utd 0, Liverpool 1 
Newcastle Utd 1, Manchester City 5 Everton 1, 
Portsmouth 5 Middlesbrough 1, Wolverhampton @ 


Crystal Palace 3 Sunderland 2 (First Leg), Ipswich 1 


West Ham 0 (First Leg), Sunderland vs Crystal Palace 
(Second Leg - Tuesday AEST), West Ham vs Ipswich 
(Gecond Leg - Wednesday AEST). 
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Written and compi 


reparations for the England team have been beset by con- 
‘troversies and Injuries to key players. While coach Sven- 
Goran Eriksson will still be able to call upon a strong 
to lead Efigiand’s charge for the European 
Championships, his plans have been hampered somewhat 
with the forced absence of a number of central defenders In 
particular, while he has not been able to find the perfect play- 
er, to slot in to three other positions. 

‘Starting first with the controversy. 

The David Beckham sex scandal made world news as the’British 
tabloids fed off any revelation presented to them. The rumours, alle- 
gations and television appearances of the women allegedly 
involved with the England captain has threatened to derail his con- 
centration from footballing matters to his personal life. 

The national team will be hoping to avoid the slump that 
Beciham's club side Real Madrid endured after the sordid rumours 
began to rear its head. 

‘While Eriksen has stated publicly that he believes that Beckham 
will be prime and ready for an assault on the Henri Delauney trophy, 
he himself has become embroiled in a controversy of his own, sur- 
rounding his future. 

His frequent visits to Stamford Bridge have raised the possi 
of him swapping the national team job with the week-to-week pres~ 
sure of guiding Chelsea and the galaxy of stars assembled by the 
wealthy owner Roman Abramovich. 

He has put pen to paper with the English FA, tying him to the 
ational post for the next few years, and this should put the issue to 
bed, at least for Euro 2004. 

Back on the field now, and the first problem position happens to 
be the goalkeeper. 

It must be said that the Manchester City custodian has held onto 
the No 1 guemsey due to the lack ot competition for it. 

James has navet scaled the heights in club football (he spent the 
first few months of the season playing in the Nationwide Division 
One), and he is prone to the odd handling and kicking errors, but his 
performance in the scoreless draw away to Turkey would have 
eased the nerves of English fans heading into this tournament. 

‘The Rio Ferdinand drugs saga and subsequent eight month ban 
means that the central defence is missing one of its pillars. 

England will sorely miss his calming presence and distribution out 


of defence. In his absence, Arsenal's Sol Campbell will be paired 
with John Terry at the back. 

‘The 23-year old is certainly a capable deputy, showing maturity 
beyond his years for the Blues in the domestic league and in 
Europe, 

Beyond these two however, there is little ise, considering injury 
has-ruled out both Gareth Southgate and Jonathan Woodgate. 

The full-back positions at (east are sattied. Gary Neville will patrol 
the right, while Ashley Cols should edge out Wayne Bridge on the 
left. 


‘The attacking runs of either Cole or Bridge will be crucial, given 
England's chronic inability to produce a left winger in the Ryan 
Giggs mould: 

Aston Villa's impressive mifielder Gareth Bary has been contin- 
ually overlooked in this position, despite the quality of his crosses 
and the recent form of his club side. 

Central midfield however, is England’s strongest point. 

Steven Gerrard is a powerhouse, while Chelsea lion Frank 
Lampard has been the reason behind the club's second place finish 
in the Premier League and semi-final appearance in the Champions 
League. 

‘Add into the mix the ever creative Paul Scholes, who may oper- 
ate behind the strikers or off the left flank, and Beckham on the 
right, and you have a team with a powerful spine. 

‘One final question remains: Who will play alongside Michael 
Owen up front? 

‘The answer is not an easy one. 

Eriksson has kept the Liverpool partnership of Owen and Emile 
Heskey alive in the national colours, but the latter's poor conversion 
rate may see him relegated to the bench. 

Everton teenager Wayne Rooney is another prospect to lead the 
attack, but the other four contenders look out of their depth at the 
international stage at this point in time. 

Qualification from this group should be achieved, but the players 
will need to be at their best to have any chance of making the semi- 
finals. 

The aforementioned weaknesses may prove to be England's 
downfall in the quarter-finals, although the opportunity is there for 
the lesser lights to stand up and be counted, whan it counts. 


Eh tel? 


ABSW Prediction: Quarter-finalists. 
‘SQUAD LIST: 
David James goalkesper Manchester City 33 
Paul Robinson goalkeeper Leeds United 24 
Gary Neville defender Manchester United 29 
Phil Neville defender Manchester United 27 
Ashley Cole defender Arsenal 23 
Wayne Bridge defender Chelsea 23 
Wes Brown defender Manchester United 24 
Sol Campbell defender Arsenal 23 
dohn Terry defender Chelsea 23 
Lediey King defender Tottenham Hotspur 23, 
Ugo Ehiogu ‘defender Middlesborough C2) 
Matthew Upson defender Birmingham City 26 
David Beckham midfielder Real Madrid (Spain) 22 
Nicky Butt midfielder Manchester United 29 
Gareth Barry midfielder Aston Villa 23 
‘Steven Gerrard midfielder Liverpool 24 
Frank Lampard —smikifielder Chelsea 25 
Owen Hargreaves midfielder Bayern Munich (Ger) 23 
Paul Scholes midfielder — Manchester United 23 
Kieron Dyer midfielder Newcastle United = 25 
Joe Cole midfielder Chelsea 2 
MichaslOwen striker Liverpool 24 
Emile Heskey striker Liverpool 2 
Darius Vassell striker Aston Villa 2 
Wayne Rooney striker Everton te 
Alan Smith ‘sinker Leeds United a 
James Beattie striker ‘Southampton 2 
Jermaine Defoe striker Tottenham Hotspur. 21 


Euro 2004. This natlon has developed a reputation for 
quality football ever since they entered the footballing 
stage in Euro 96 after the fall of Yugoslavia. 

‘They have qualified for every major tournament since, with the 
sole 

‘exception being the last European Championships when they 
were ironically eliminated in the qualifying rounds by bitter rivals 
Serbia & Montenegro. 

‘And while former captain Zvonimir Boban has retired from foot- 
ball, leaving the national team with’big shoes to fil, the latest crop 
of players may prove themselves worthy successors of the great 
team of the mid-to-late nineties. 

The players are almost entirely based outside of Croatia, and 
some have made a real name for themselves in the past few sea- 
sons, 

Perhaps the most prominent player in the taam at present is AS 
Monaco striker Dado Prso, who made the record books when he 
‘scored four goals for his French club against Champions League 
semi-finalists Deportivo La Coruna in an astonishing 8-3 win in the 
group phase. 

The 29-year-old’s goals also helped his national tsam overcoma 
northem neighbours Slovenia in the play-offs and he is on the verge 
‘of Champions League success, 

Prso personifies the spirit within the Croatian camp- he experi- 
enced first hand the horrors of war in his homeland, which has 
made him doubly determined to succeed on the European stage. 

While Prso receives the acclaim; coach Otto Baric receives the 
disdain, as he has been at constant loggerheads with the federation 
and media, 

The 70-year-old will relinquish his post at the end of the Euro 
2004 campaign, and he for one will be looking to go out with his 
head held high, after the ‘barrage of criticism he endured during the 
qualification stage. 

He is currently in the process of cutting his squad down to 23, and 
this will be a difficult task, givan the fact that he has used approxi- 


P=: and passion will be the key to Croatia,s campaign at 


CROATIA 


mately forty-five players in the past two seasons and has used them 
in different formations. 

‘Tre formation he will most likely settle with is 4-4-2. 

Goalkeeper Stipe Pletikosa was in outstanding form in the quall- 
fiers, keeping seven oleen sheets. 

Thera is an Australian connection in defence, with former 
Melkourne Knights sweeper Josip Simunio pressing for selection 
and Brescia’s Ante Seric hopeful of a berth on the left. 

‘Simunic has been in top form for Hartha Berlin and he along with 
Serie have been massive losses to the Australian cause. 

Bario will be able to call upon the experience of the likes of 
Bayer Munich's Robert Kovac, AC Milan's underutilised Dario 
Simic, Boris Zivkovic and Igor Tudor, who has accomplished a great 
deal in his career and yet is only 26 years of age. 

‘A number of younger players hava been integrated into the 
team's engine room.Marko Babic, Jerko Leko and the promising 
right midfielder Dario Sma will feature heavily in Croatias matohes. 

Defensive midfielder Jurica Vranjes and playmaker Giovanni 
Rosso are another two players capable of making an impact in 
Portugal, leaving the likes of Niko Kovac and lvica Momar to fight 
for their positions, 

Partnering Prso up front will be 24-year old Ivica Olio, who plays 
his football in Russia, although Dinamo Zagreb captain Niko 
Kranjcar (who is only nineteen) may also be a late inclusion in the 
final squad to contest Group B. 

Croatia will definitely prove tough opposition for the two 
favourites in this group. 

‘The wily figure of coach Baric will be keen to utilise the qualities 
within the team at his disposal- a solid defence, exciting midfield 
and Dado Prso of course. 

Prso has been in the news of late after accepting a new deal with 
‘Scottish giants Rangers so he will be out to impress his new club in 
hopefully notching up a few goals for his beloved Croatia. 

‘One thing's for sure, the Croatian team has full of spirit and pas- 
sion for their country so look to see them possibly spring some 
major upsets. 


ABSW Prediction: First Round. 

‘SQUAD LIST: 

Stipe Pletikosa goalkeeper Shakhtar Donetsk (Uk} 2! 
Tomislav Butins goalkeeper Club Brugge (Bel) 
Vedran Runje goalkeeper Marseille (France) 2 
Josip Simunic defender Hertha Berlin (Ger) 2 
Boris Zivkovic defender ‘Vib Stuttgart (Ger) 2 
Dario Simic defender AC Milan ({taly) 21 
Ante Seric defender Brescia (Italy) a 
Robart Kovac. defender Bayern Munich (Ger) 3 
‘Stepan Tomas: defender Fenerbahos (Turkey) 2! 
Mario Tokic defender Grazer AK (Austria) 2 
Igor Tudor defender Juventus (Italy) 2 
Marko Babic midfieider Bayer Leverkusen (Ger)2: 
Niko Kovac midfielder Hertha Berlin (Ger) 3 
Jetko Leko midfielder Kyiv Dynamo (Ukraine) 2 
Ivica Momar midfielder Anderlecht (Belgium) 3! 
Giovanni Rosso mifielder.-«« Maccabi Haifa (Israel) 3 
Jurica Vranjes - midfielder © WibStutigart(Ger) 2 
Dario Sma midfielder Shakhtar Donetsk (Uk) 2 
Niko Kranjear swiker Dinamo Zagreb + 
Mario Maric ‘stiker Kamten (Austria) 2 
Nica Oli: striker CSKA Moscow (Russia)2 
Tom Sokota. striker Benfica (Portugal) 2 
Milan Rapaic striker Hajduk Split 3 
Dado Preo striker AS Monaco (France) 2 
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d by Peter Damalas. 


H-RANCE 


efending European champions France are firming as the 
favourites to win Euro 2004 after they swept aside all and 
sundry In the qualifiers for Portugal. 

Winners of the 1998 World Cup and 2000 European 
Championships in the Low Countries (with what was regarded as 
the better of the two squads), the French endured a period of soul 
searching following the embarrassing World Cup defence in South 
Korea in 2002 

While some may have doubted the abilty of the French team to 
respond to this disaster and prove to thé world that their domination 
was far from over, new coach Jacques Santini has certainly re-invig- 
rated the side with his tactical flexibility and the sprinkling of young 
players fresh off the seemingly endless talent convayor belt at 
Clairefontaine. 

The success of Riviera sides AS Monaco and Olympique 
Marsellie in this season's European club competitions have pushed 
French football into the limelight, The Ligue 1 deserves a great 
amount of credit for the players it has produced and the quality of 
the club sides (eight different teams have won Le Championnat in 
tha past twelve seasons). 

Santini was able to get the most out of a tightly-knit group of play- 
ers who had perhaps grown stale after having played together in the 
national team for up to eight years. 

There are three layers in this French team- the old guard, players 
in the peak of thelr careers, and the up and comers. 

Eccentric goalkeeper Fabien Barthez, and three experienced 
defenders remain from the squad which contested Euro ‘96. 

While there is great depth in midfield and attack, the worrying 
aspect as far as the French are concerned is the over reliance on 
goalkeepers and defenders who are way past thelr prime. 

Despite helping Marseille to a UEFA Cup final appearance, 
Barthez’s career is near the end and yet he commands the No 1 
guernsey due to the fact that his deputees, Gregory Coupet and 
Ulrich Rame, are also in their thirfies but do net boast half his expe- 
rience 

‘And while ageing French captain Marce! Desailly, Juventus stal- 
wart Lilian Thuram, and attacking left-back Bixente Lizarazu have 
been near invincible in the past, alongside the now retired Laurent 
Biang, they are at present a shadow of their former selves. 

Unfortunately, the back up players are yet to prove their mettle at 
the international stage. 

Auxerre duo Jean-Alain Bournsong and Philippe Mexes are 
attracting the interasts of many European clubs, but they may have 
to be content with a role on the bench. 

Versatile Manchester United defender Mikael Silvestre Is 


favoured to partner Desailly at the heart of the defence, but dont 
discount William Gallas frem supplanting his captain as he has 
done at Chelsea, 

‘There is only a remote chance of this happening at the start of the 
tournament however, as Santini is a loyal coach and believes that 
his current captain is the best leader for this team. 

‘One of the reasons for previous coach Roger Lemerre.s downfall 
‘was his refusal to alter-his formation in midfield, 

France traditionally play with two defensive central midfielders 
and three attacking midfielders on the left, centre and right, but this 
set up will almost certainly be changed to accommodate the players 
at Santini's disposal. 

The impregnable Patrick Vieira will be a towering presence, and 
may play alongside Olivier. Dacourt, who has improved immensely 
in Serie A with AS Roma. 9 

Quicksilver left-winger Jerome Rothen, who destroyed Mario 
Melchiot and countiess others in Monaco's fine Champions League 
Tun, may force Robert Pires onto the right, considering the absence 
of any natural right wingers in the French squad, although Monaco 
captain Ludovic Giuly is in the form of his life and would be difficult 
to dislodge from a starting berth at this stage. 

This could spell the end for Zinedine Zidane,s hopes of playing a 
starring role in the tournament, A flat 4-4-2 structure with the play- 
ers mentioned above would not allow for a ‘tree man’ operating 
behind the sole striker. 

By the current FIFA Player of tha Year's admission, this season 
has been his worst in a number of years, and glven the calibre of 
the striking department. 

‘And speaking of pressure, the issue of Henry's apparent inability 
to play wall in big matches resurfaced when Arsenal capitulated in 
the FA Cup and Champions League earlier in the season. This 
stems back to the Euro 2000 final and the FA Cup finals from 2001 
to 2003, in which he failed to reach his full potential. 

By playing with another recognised target man in David 
Trezeguet, the phenomenal Frenchman may have the freedom to 
move about on the pitch and drop deep to receive service, where 
he TS so lethal of course France would probably be glad to play 
rivals England in their first match, as they provide an early test to 
their credentials, while they would be confident of defeating the 
other two Group B opponents. 

They should in all probability quality for the quarter-finals, where 
they will take on Spain or Portugal, two nations hungry for success 
and backed by a heavy following. 

The question remains how an ageing backline and Thierry Henry 
will respond in the knock-out stages, 


Ulrich Rame goalkeeper 
Willy Sagno! defender 
Lilian Thuram defender 
J-Alain Boumsong defender 
Marcel Desailly defender 
William Galias defender 
Philippe Mexes defender 
Mikael Silvestre —_detender 
Bixente Lizarazu defender 
Claude Makelele. midfielder 
Patrick Vieira midfielder 
Olivier Dacoun’ midfielder 
Benoit Pedreti midfielder 
Ludovic Giuly midfielder 
Robert Pires midfielder 
Jerome Rothen midfielder 
Eric Carriere midtielder 
Johan Micoud midfielder 
Zinedine Zidane midfielder 
Thierry Henry striker 
Louis Saha striker 


Bordeaux 

Bayem Munich (Ger) 
Juventus (|taly) 
Auxerre 

Gheisea (Engiand) 
Chelsea (England) 
Auxerre 

Manchester Utd (Eng) 
Bayer Munich (Ger) 
Chelsea (England) 
Arsenal (England) 
‘AS Roma (Italy) 
‘Sochaux 

‘AS Monaco 

‘Arsenal (England) 
‘AS Monaco 

Lyon 


Werder Bremen (Ger) 30 


Real Madrid (Spain) 
Arsenal (England) 
Manchester Utd (Eng) 


31 
26 
25 


ot many people gave Switzerland a chance In a tough 
N walifying group which included fellow qualifiers Russia 

and the Republic of Ireland, who came close to a quarter- 
final appearance at the 2002 World Cup. 

But Swiss coach Jakob Kuhn was able to create a unique team 
spirit within the squad, and the. graft of the players well and truly 
made up for the lack of international class in the team. 

The former national youth coach is a strict tactician, and each 
team he puts out onto the park embodies his sense of discipline, so 
Switzerland will be no easy beat in this toumament. 

The main problem, however, is the form and fitness of the play- 
eis in their club sides. ‘ 

The Yakin brothers- Murat and Hakan- are- arguable 
Switzerland's most important: players, but have been dogged by 
injury and lack of match fitnass respectively. 

Murat and Hakan have developed unwelcome reputations at 
home, their private lives have been scrutinised in the media, and 
controversy is never too far away with them. 

Playing alongside either out of favour Liverpool defender 
Stephane Henchoz, or Lyon's Patrick Muller, Murat Yakin is the 
‘commanding voice at the back, but a hamstring surgery may leave 
|| him out in the cold come mid-June. 

Henchoz has been out of form with club Liverpool and coach 
|} Gerrard Houllier which could work against the lanky defender in 


Meanwhile, Hakan's story borders on the ridiculous. He had 
‘sgned for Paris Saint-Germain at the start of the season, only for 
that club to terminate his contract waeks later after he decided to 
have a hernia operation without the club's approval, 

He then joined Vib Stutigart, where he has failed to make an 
impression and is racing against time to regain his peak form for the 


SWITZERLAND 


opening clash with Croatia, which will decide which of the under- 
dogs wil challenge, France and England for a topo finish. 

At his best, Hakan can be a brilliant passer of the ball and is a 
real threat with his purposeful running, neat dribbling and fearsome 
shooting. 

Elsewhere in midfield, Raphael Wicky and Ricardo Cabanas will 
support Hakan in an attacking sense from the flanks, leaving PSV 
Eindhoven’s Johann Vogel to contest the balls and carry out tack- 
ling duties just in front of the defence. 

Switzerland have two excellent prospects in attack. 

Alexander Frei, one of the squad that reached the semi-finals of 
the Under-21 European Championships in 2002, and target man 
Marco Straller. 

Former Borussia Dortmund frontman, and member of the Swiss 
sides that contested the World Cup in 1994 and the European 
‘Championships in 1896, Stephane Chapuisat, provides balance in 
the striking department with his experience. 

Chapuisat has been regarded as one of the Swiss’ most valuable 
players at top level football matches so look to see his experience 
have a bearing on the fortunes of his nation. 

‘Switzerland's preparations for Portugal have been severely ham- 
ered by the problems experienced by their better players, but the 
injection of youth into the team may help build an even stronger 
‘squad for the years ahead. $ 

But the strength of both France and England, and the toughness 
of Croatia, will ensure a Swiss miss at Euro 2004. 

‘Sparking a shock entry towards this year's Euro, it is the Swiss 
though that could use the ‘under-dog' tag in their favour. 

With nothing to lose, the Swiss will be out to do their best and 
hopefully cause a stir amongst the higher European ranked foot- 
balling nations in Portugal. 


ABSW Prediction: 
SQUAD LIST: 
Jorg Stel goalkeeper 


Bruno Bemer defender 
Bemt Haas detender 
‘Stephane Henchoz defender 
Remo Meyer defender 
Ludovic Magnin defender 
Patrick Muller defender 
Murat Yakin defender 
Marco Zwyssig —dafender 
Ricardo Cabanas midfielder 
Mario Cantaluppi midfielder 
Fabio Colestini midfielder 
Johann Lontat midfielder 
Ctwistoph Spycher midfielder 
Johann Vogel —miieider 
Raphael Wicky midfielder 
Hakan Yakin striker 

Stephane Chapuisat striker 

Alexander Frei striker 


Monchengladbach (Ger}36 
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1] headed in from a comer, 


‘i Valladolid plunged deeper into relegation trouble 


Spanish action from last week's round 


‘ewly crowned champions Valencia slipped to 
thei first defeat in 11. games whem they lost 

2-1 to regional rivals Villareal. 
Brazilian striker Sonny Anderson gave hs side the 
}] ‘ead in the 14th minute after guiding the ball round 

reserve keeper David Rangel. 

Playmaker Juan Roman Riquelme made it 2-0 on 
26 minutes with a classy solo effort however the vis- 
itors pulled one back 10 minutes before the break 
when Argentine defender Mauricio Pellegrino rose 


afler Marcos Assuncao's 74th-minute goal con- 
démned them to a 1-0 defeat at Real Betis. 
Assuncao, who came off the bench 10 minutes 
into the second half for Denilson, lashed home from 
Jong range with 16 minutes to go to deny a 
‘Valladolid side who deserved better for their indus- 


try. 

Celta Vigo's hopes of staying in the Primera Liga 
were also dealt a severe blow when they were com- 
prehensively beaten 3-0 at the hands of their bitter 
rivals Deportivo La Coruna in the Riazor. 

‘An own goal from former Arsenal man Silvinho 
and two goals in two minutes from Walter Pandiani 
and Pedro Munitis condemned the Viganese to their 
second defeat in three games. 

David Beckham saw red as Real Madrid's disas- 
‘trous end to the season continued with 2-1 defeat to 
rock-bottom Murcia. 

Madrid were already 1-0) down to a Luis Garcia 
goal when Beckham took issue to a penalty decision 
after a linesman flagged for a bandball by Ivan 
Helguera. 


After the England skipper was given his marching ~ 


coders Luis Garcia kept his cool and stroked home 
the penalty to miake it 2-0 with just 33 minutes on the 
clock. Guti struck a 90th minute consolation. 

Barcelona's 1-0 victory against Racing Santander 
atthe Nou Camp means the Catalan club has moved 
above Madrid into second, 

Ronaldinho was on target from the penalty spot 
after 15 rminutes and despite the sending off of Carles 
Puyol Barca held on for the points that took them 


erman & 


Werder Bremen's Frank Baumann (left) 
challenges Bayer Leverkusen's Dimitar 
Berbatov. 
ayern Munich must win their final mate of 
the season to be certain of avoiding the 
Champions League qualifiers after they were 
beaten 3-1 by Stuttgart. 
‘The Bavarians, who last week conceded the title to 
Werder Bremen, are now only a point better off than 
Stuttgart and three better than Bayer Leverkusen, 


who thrashed the new champions Bremen 6-2 in 
front of their home supporters. 

‘Only one team will automatically join Bremen in 
the Champions League although the team that finish- 
¢s third will play in the preliminary rounds. 

Imre Szabics scored twice and Kevin Kuranyi 
‘once for Stuttgart before Claudio Pizarro grabbed a 
Jate consolation for Bayern. 

At Bremen the celebratory mood looked to have 
affected the home players as Leverkusen played the 
tole of party poopers, 

Stance socal iaesick sn Denil Bierofka, 
Dimitar Berbatov and Oliver Neuville managed one 
apiece for the visitors, 

Mladen Krstajic and Schalke-bound Ailton, with 
his 28th goal of the season, scored for Bremen. 

Fifth-placed Borussia Dortmund hit back for a 3-1 
win at home to Borussia Moenchengladbach, who 
took the lead through Ivo Ulich: 

Goals from Ewerthon, Dede and Jan Koller earned 
the points for Dortmund. 

Eintracht Frankfurt kept their slim hopes of sur 
vival alive with a 3-2 win at home to Bochum, 

Christoph Preuss and Jurica Puljiz gave Frankfurt 
‘an early lead before Vahid Hashemian and Andreas 
Wosz made it 2-2. 

However, Greek Intemational and Euro 2004 
bound Yoannis Amanatidis settled the match after 52 
minutes, 

Amanatidis has settled in well with his squad and 
his fortunes will be seen in the up and coming Euro 
in Portugal. 

1860 Munich are stil looking doomed despite a 1- 
1 draw at home to fellow strugglers Hertha Berlin, 

‘Rodrigo Costa's sixth-minute opener for 1860 was 
cancelled out by Berlin's Alexander Madlung. 

1860 then missed a penalty and Berlin's Olympic: 
Stadium, which will stage the 2006 World Cup final, 
can now be certain it will host top-flight football next 
season. 

Schalke thrashed Kaiserslautern 4-1 to leave the 
Red Devils still in trouble, 
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Espanyol could have secured their Primera Liga 
status but a 4-2 defeat away to Mallorca, having led 
2.0 at half-time, means the relegation battle will go 
to the final weekend of the season. 

A first-half brace from Raul Tamudo gave 
Espanyol a dream start but the visitors crumbled in 
the second period. 

Jesus Perera got the hosts back into the match and 
10 minutes later Arnold Bruggink levelled things up. 

Perera got his second of the match with four min- 
utes to spare before Gonzalo Colsa rounded things 
offin the final minute. 

Real Sociedad eared the point that means they 
will play in Spain’s top flight next season after they 
drew 1-1 with Malaga, 

Sergio Duda's superb free-kick gave Malaga the 
lead but Darko Kovacevic was the Sociedad hero 
‘when he converted Lee Chun-Soo's cross. 

‘Athletic Bilbao secured their place in next sea- 
son's UEFA Cup with a 2-1 away win over mid-table 
Osasuna. 


Francisco Yeste broke the deadlock for the visitors 
‘whes' he netted in the first minute of the second half 
and Ismzel Urzaiz added a second just after the hour 
mark, Valdo scored a late consolation for Osasuna. 

Atletico Madrid's hopes of qualifying for. the 
UEFA Cup took a blow when they lost 2-1 to Real 


go7a. 
Fernando Nano gave Atletico the lead midway 
through the second half and they looked content to 
sit on that lead. = 
Delio Toledo snatched a remarkable win for 
Zaragoza When he struck twice in the last minute, 


Torsten Reuter put through his own goal before 
Ebbe Sand made it 2-0 to the Gelsenkirchen club 
before Halil Altintop reduced the arrears. Further 
goals from Sven Vermant and Sand killed the match. 
Already-relegated Cologne thrashed nine-man 
Hansa Rostock 4-0 with Lukas Podolski bagging two 
and Andrew Sinkala and Dirk Lotiner one each. 
The first-half sendings-off of Hansa duo Rene 
Rydlewicz and Peter Madsen changed the game. 
‘Hannover shared a 0-O.draw with Wolfsburg as did 


Albacete psid the price for two red cards as 
Sevilla romped to a 4-3 victory in an incident-packed 


GREEK ETHNIKI 
KATIGORIA 


mmanuel Olisadebe scored at the death 
top give Panathinaikos a 2-1 win over 
Proodeftiki. 


ae 
CTS Hal arabe atta svi We end 
goal against Dundee United. 


D= Celtic striker 
Henrik Larsson left it 
Tate in his last competi- 
tive fixture at Parkhead before 
waving farewell with the wo 
goals that gave the champions 
a 2-1 victory over Dundee 
United. 

‘After a sparkling seven-year 
stint as the Bhoys' star striker, 
it looked like a final day of 
frustration for the Swede after 
squandering a multitude of 
chances. 

But after his team-mates had 
done everything but put the 
ball in the net for him he 
pounced twice in the final six 
minutes before Mark Wilson 
scored a consolation penalty. 

Second-placed Rangers 
ended a dismal season with a 
remarkable victory as they ral- 
lied to beat Dunfermline 3-2 at 
East End Park despite being 
down to 10 men. 

Gary Dempsey had fired the 
Pars ahead and within three 
minutes captain Michael Mols 
had’ been sent off for two 
bookable offences. 

But Fernando Ricksen and 
Chris Burke netted before the 
break and Ross McCormack, 
on his full debut, converted a 
second-half penalty clincher, 
with Dempsey's second free- 
kick geal a consolation, 

Hearts emerged victorious 
against Motherwell in a five- 
goal thriller which gave the 
impression of being anything 
but a meaningless end-of-sea- 
son game. 

More than 11,000 support- 
ers crammed” into Tynecastle 
as Hearts took the lead through 
Dennis Wyness before finding 
themselves behind following 
goals from Scott McDonald 


and David Clarkson. 

But the home side were 
determined to end the Bank of 
Scotland Premier League sea- 
son on a high and they took 
maximum points when Wyness 
grabbed his second goal of the 
day before a-Kevin McKenna 
header secured the win. 

Dundee. finished a difficult 
Scottish Premier League sea- 
son on a high note after a last- 
‘minute goal from Steve Lovell 
secured a 2-1 victory over 
Aberdeen. 

Richard Foster had given 
the Dons the lead in the sixth 
minute and it was not until the 
73 minute that Dundee pulled 
level through Steven Milne. 

The Dark Blues then stole 

the points after Lovell fashed 
the ball home from close 
range. 
Stuart Lovell's early goal set 
Livingston on the way to a 
comfortable 4-1 home win 
over Hibemian. 

Derek Lilley doubled Livi's 
lead just after the hour mark 
before Mathias Doumbe got a 
‘goal back or the visitors. 

That sparked Livingston 
back into life and David 
Fernandez, on his final appear- 
ance for the club, made it 
three, . 

The Spaniard then set up 
Lee Makel who finished calm- 
ly with just a minute to go, 

Bottom side Partick needed 


a late goal to snatch a point 
against Kilmarnock. 

Kris Boyd was on the score- 
sheet early on for Kilmarnock 
but Thistle pegged them back 
through James Grady's 19th 
minute goal. 


the hands of Paris St Germain at 
the Parc des Princes.” 

Monaco's 4-1 defeat at home to. 
Rennes means that Lyon go into 
the final match three points ahead 
of PSG but with a goal difference: 
that is 14 goals better than that of 
the capital club and it would take 
a freak series of results om the last 
weekend to deny Les Gones the 
title. 

At the Parc des Princes, Lyon 
‘were rocked back on their heels 
when Pedro Pauleta put PSG 
ahead after only seven minutes 
and that proved to be the only 


international Kim 
Kallstrom put Rennes 3-1 ahead 
after 74 minutes to virtually end 
the hopes of Didier Deschamps 
side who in 11 days time will 
play in the Champions League 
final against’ Porto in 
Gelsenkirchen. Kallstrom's sec- 
ond of the night completed the 
rout. 


AL the other end of the table 
NO ST 
with, a 2-1 home defeat 
S Strasbourg, who themselves 
ensured their Ligue 1 status with 
the result. 
Abdel Fahmi put Strasbourg 
ahead and despite Habib 
Bamogo's penalty a second goal 
from Pascal Camadini sealed 
‘Montpellier’ fate 


selves a real chance of staying up 
with a 2-1 win at home to 
Marscille although their relega- 
tion rivals will definitely be 
annoyed that the UEFA Cup 
finalists fielded a team of 
reserves. 

Ajaccio therefore drop into the 
bottom three with a 2-0 defeat by 
Lens whose goals were scored by 
Pape Bouba Diop and Charly 
Coridon. 

Sochaux hammered Le Mans 3-0. 
~ a blow for the team whose 
recent good run looks now 
unlikely to save them from rele 
gation - Jeremy Mathieu, 
Francileudo Santos and Pierre- 
Alain Frau scored the goals, 
Metz's 3:1 win at home to 
Bordeaux booked them into the 
top flight for another season. 
Pablo Francia put Les Girondins 
ahead before Gregory Proment 
restored parity from the penalty 
spot for Metz who completed the 
job with goals from Mehdi 
‘Meniri and Sebastien Renouard. 
Fourth-placed Auxerre owed 
their 2-0 home win over Nantes 
to two early goals from 
Liverpool-bound Djibril Cisse 
whose tally of 26 virtually makes 
certain he will finish top scorer, 
Milenko Acimovic and Matt 
Moussilou gave Lille a 2-0 win 
over Bastia despite the sending- 
off of Stathis Tavlaridis and the 
Corsicans are still not safe from 
the drop. 
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Feyenoord’s Patrick Paauwe (right) is congratulated by 
hat-trick scorer Danko Lazovic. 


wolle's stay in the Dutch 
Eredivisie is over afier a 


Zwolle, like Vitesse and, 
‘Volendam, knew they would fin- 
{sh in the bottom three, but only 
the lowest side would go down 
automatically. And although 
Zwolle were only third-bottom at 
kick-off on the final day of the 
regular season, their defeat: cou- 
pled with victories for Vitesse 
and Volendam left them con- 
demned to the Eerstedivisie, 


Feyenoord were 4-0 up inside 


“30 minutes as Danko Lazovic and 
Dirk Kuijt both struck twice. 
Patrick Paauwe scored the fifth 
just after half-time and although 
Dominggus Lim-Duan pulled one 
back, Knijt and Lazovic each 
‘completed hat-tricks for the third- 
placed finishers. 

Volendam had begun the day 
bottom, but held their nerve to 
beat RBC Roosendaal 2-1. Jack 
Tuyp gave Volendam a 30h- 
minute lead and added a second 
24 minutes into the second peri- 
od. A draw would have con? 
demned Volendam, and Marcel 
Cas pulled one back nine minutes 
from the end, but the home side 
held on, 

Vitesse would have survived 
‘on goal difference with a draw, 
but did not know that at kick-off 
and rallied into a 2-0 lead against 
Utrecht as Paolo Rink scored on 


32 and 33 minutes. Vitesse full- 
back Ruud Knol was, dismissed 
just after the break, but they 
secured a 3-0 win when 
Raymond Fafiani registered 26 
mutes from time, 

Eerstedivisie champions Den 
Bosch will replace Zwolle, while 
Volendam and Vitesse will com- 
pete for the other two remaining 
Eredivisie places in the play-offs, 
which begin on Wednesday. 

Vitesse are in a group with 
Sparta Rotterdam, Helmond 
Sport and VVV Yenlo, while 
‘Volendam will’ meet Excelsior, 
Heracles Almelo and De 
Graafschap home and away. 

Champions Ajax signed off in 
style with a 5-2 win at Willem II. 
They remain six points clear of 
runners-up and fellow UEFA 
Champions League qualifiers 
PSV Eindhoven, who beat AZ 
Alkmaar 4-2 with a hat-trick 
from, Mateja Kezman, the 
Teague's top scorer with 31 goals, 

‘Twente, who meet Utrecht in 
next week's Dutch Cup final by 
beating Heerenveen 2-0. 
However, Heerenveen finished 
fourth, and join Feyenoord, fifth- 
placed Alkmaar and the cup win- 
ners in the 2004/05 UEFA Cup. 

Elsewhere, Roda JC drew 2-2 
with visitors Groningen, “while 
NAC Breda saw off RKC 
Waalwijk 5-3 and ADO Den 
Haag defeated NEC Nijmegen 4- 
L 
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By Greg Stock 


't was an historic day at Gabhie 

Stadium with Sydney Crescent 

Star winning a dramatic match 
with a Hans Sevgin strike in the 22nd 
minute of Golden Goal Extra-Time. 

For coach Yasin Ozdenak, the result 
‘was a real shot in the arm for the club's 
Premier League campaign as his team 
sets about the task of trying to beat 
Blacktown City in the Elimination Semi- 
Final next Saturday night, 

“Tt was a tremendous match, a real 
hard fought game, and I am so proud of 
the team for the way we played,” 
Ozdenak said, “we knew Bonnyrigg 
would play an attacking game and our 
‘aim was to try and sit back and limit their 
chances and push forward on the break. 

“J felt we did that well though I was a 
little concerned with our lack of concen- 
tration through the second half. But the 
most pleasing aspéct of the win for me 
was the commitment the players showed, 


By Greg Stock 
—Rating out of five stars— 
SYDNEY CRESCENT STAR 


YVaneja Tvesa - 
kK Kw 
Came into his 
s) own during a 
frenzied second 
half whére he 
saved his side's 
bacon on at 
Teast five separ- 
ate occasions 


Evangelos Petratos - tin Did 
everything that was asked of him; bot- 
tling up Aaron Burgess for all bar a few 
minutes when he cut loose to score 
‘Bonnyrigg’s goal in the first half 


Askin Oygur - docks Held the 
defence together nicely and was nigh 
unbeatable in the air 


Joe Bruni — dcr A disappointing 
‘match from Joe who strugpled to get into 
the contest from the left side of midfield 


Terry Atsas ~ 4% Completely out- 


SOCCER NSW 4p 


especia 
aug deep and a8 a coach that is great to 


Key striker Tolgay Ozbey was another 
‘to shout the praises of his team mates, 
especially when under pressure in the 
second half. 


“The whole team played very well,” 
said Ozbey, “and that made my job as a 
striker a lot easier when you're getting 


NSW 


% 
‘nto a lot of attacking positions. 

“This season we have shown we can 
beat any side in the League and the win 
today lifts our confidence enormously for 
the game with Blacktown next weekend.” 

While Crescent Star fans, players and 
officials went to Parramatta’s City Extra 
Restaurant to celebrate the win, the 
Bonnyrigg entourage went back to the 
Serbian Club at Bonnyrigg for their pest 


played by the Bonnyrigg midfield and 
failed to get himself into the match 


‘Yavas Ekinei— sok The driving 
force behind his side’s win, He constant 
ly kept the Bonnyrigg defence on the 
back foot by knocking some nice 
through balls for strikers Tolgay Ozbey 
and Hakan Sevgin 


‘Shane Hammond - **%% Did all 
the tough stuff in the centre of the park 
but faded out of the game a little during 
extra time 


Daniel Willoughby - kde A 


‘competent display on the right hand side ” 


of midfield 


Hans Sergin — #4 Scored two 
goals to almost single-handedly win the 
game for his side. Used his pace to great 
effect 


Ugur Tokdogen - % Struggled to 
cope with the explosive speed of Jimmy 
Aschner and was beaten on a couple of 
critical occasions 


Ersin Aunj— yx Came in for Terry 
‘Atsas and did a job to bottle up the cen- 
tre of the park 


WRITERS: Greg Stock, Paul Goodwin, Aimee Brown 


Tolgay Ozbey — 
KO kk 
Cemented his 
status as a future 
star with a bril- 
liant —_ perfor- 
mance alongside 
H Sevgin. His 
| speed was a 
constant thorn in 


everything that 
could have been 
expected of him, 
including a cou- 
ple of acrobatic 
saves from point 
blank range 


‘Tafyun Devrimol - 44% Made the 
error which led to Crescent Star’s first 
goal but redeemed himself with a bril- 
liant run and cross that set up Aaron 
Burgess for Bonnyrige’s equaliser 


Natural philosophy 


Gordon Brown philosophical about his 


side's performance, 


your chances you don’t get the result. 


“In the first half we started off okay but 
slacked off and lost our shape and direc- 


“You win some you loose some,” 
Brown said, “we had some good chances 
to win the game but that's the cut and 
thrust of Cup football; you don’t take 


tion. We managed to score just before th 
break and regrouped and I felt we got 
right back into it in the second half, 

“We hada lot of possession and we had 
them on the back foot a few times but 
couldn't put them away, I really thought 
the game was going to go to penalties all 
the way through but we lost concentration 
gave the ball away in the midfield and 
‘were punished. Simple as that.” 


Mark D*Alessandry - ¢9% Did 
an exceptional job in handling the 
speedy Crescent Star forwards, particu- 
larly during a frenzied first half 


Fernando Pellegrino ~ 4% An 
effective performance at the back, 
though he did have a few problesns try- 
ing to close down Ozbey during the sec- 
ond half 


Sam Larocea — socks A brilliant 
sixty minutes from Larocca, in which he 
came up with some big tackles when his 
team was struggling in the first half 


Bradley Groves ~ %%x Assisted 
Larocca, admirably creating a number of 
chances for Aschner in the second half 


Shane Knight — 4445 Came into 
his own as the game opened up where le 
was able to run at defenders and cause 


‘Aaron Burgess — 4% Scored the 
White Eagles only goal but was over- 
shadowed by his partner Aschner 


Vako Tomasevie — dock Playing in 
front of the defence he didn’t get the 
chance to go forward that much which is 


4 shame given he possestes one of the 
‘most lethal left foots in the League 


Unlucky not ‘to 
score at least 
two, he was his 
side's best 
chance for a 
winner through- 
‘outa tough extra 
time period 


Devrim Huseyin — 444% Ran him- 
self into the ground as be switched the 
point of the attack effectively from side 
to side. Quite simply ran out of puff 
carly in the first half of extra time 


Alex Canak ~ 4k His fresh legs 
helped the Bonnyrige cause at a erucial 
stage though he did turn the ball over in. 
1 passage of play that led to Sevgin’s 
winner 


‘Milorad Siminovie - 4s Missed an 
‘open goal from point blank range 2 cou- 
ple of minutes before Sevgin scored the 
‘winner 
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rescent Star showed the old 
hands how it was done on 
‘Sunday; the Premier League 

neweomers taking ont the inangural 

Continental Tyres Cup in epic style. 

Watched by an equally epic crowd of 
over 3000 rabid Crescent Star and 
Blacktown supporters, the Star fought a 
mammoth 109 minute battle against the 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles at the Gabbie ~ 
eventually ensuring a 2-1 victory with a 
golden goal from Hakan Sevgin, 

Sevgin was in the thick of the match 
from the whistle, opening the scoring for 
his side in the 18th minute, only for 
Bonnytigg to fight back and level four 
minutes before the break: 

Both teams played to their full poten- 
tial and it was a rousing finale for 
‘Australia’s newest, and most exciting, 
Cup competition. 

Crescent Star scored first, absorbing 
plenty of early Bonnyrige pressure and 
then exploiting some tentative defending 
with the explosive speed of their strike 
pairing of Tolgay Ozbey and Sevgin. 
Ozbey took the honours on the night 
with his wonderful acceleration and ball 
shielding skills, as well as his running 
off the ball, which made hima real hand 
ful for the Bonnyrigg back four. 

The Crescent Star defence was solid 
in the face of some relentless pressure, 
yet emerged unscathed for much of the 
first half and all of the second. That the 
White Eagles could only score once was 
down to the brilliance of giant Crescent 
Star keeper, Vanja Ivesa, wily defender 
‘Angelo Petratos and the other players 
working with him’ such as one-time 
Bonnyrigg man, Askin Oygur. Ivesa 
made a number of point blank saves, 
most notably toward the end of the 
match, 

Itwas a classic Cup tie and it had the 
large crowd enthralled. In the early 
stages both Jimmy Aschner and Brad 
Groves offered shots that failed to test 
the keeper, while the Star side almost 


TYRES - ENGINEERED IN GERMANY 


broke through early themselves, when 
Angelo Petratos guided his header just 
wide across the face of the goal in the 
8th minute following a Joe Bruni free 
kick, well placed to the far post from 
wide on the left. 

However Bonnyrigg continued to 
look more likely to score and in the 15th 
minute Aaron Burgess let fly from dis- 
tance and had the keeper scrambling 
only to see the shot just clear the cross- 
bar. 

‘Two minutes later a very good move 
and some great pressure from the White 
Fagles saw Sam Larocca'lay on a pass 
for Groves that soon saw the ball reach- 
ing a cluster of players in the bor, but 
some desperate rearguard work denied 
the likes of Aschner, Vuko Tomasevic 
and Devrim Huseyin the taste of a goal. 

The deadlock was broken in the 18th 
minute when tearaway Ozbey scooted 
clear down the right and went at the 
defence, before sending a bafl through 
diagonally to the far post from the comer 
of the penalty area. A couple of Crescent 
Star players made runs atthe far post and. 
it was the unheralded Sevgin who met 
the ball and slammed it past Cem Akilli. 

Two minutes later the ultra slippery 
Ozbey’ was at it again, leading the 
Bonnyrigg defence a merry chase on the 
left resulting in his being upended in the 
box by Tayfun Devrimol. Referee Simon 
Micallef had no hesitation in pointing to 
the spot, 

Surprisingly Ozbey took the kick 
himself and steered the ball wide of the 
left upright and Bonnyrigg gained a 
reprieve. Had that gone in we would not 
have seen the tense contest that ensued 
and it is likely that Bonnyrigg heads 
would have dropped and the game might 
well have been over long before the end. 

As it was, Bonnyrige redoubled their 
efforts after this and came back at 
Crescent Star strongly. In the 22nd 
minute Tomasevic hit a great free kick 
that was pushed away by the keeper who 
then sent the Star attack on a quick raid. 

Ozbey sped past his man down the 


left, leaving him in his wake before 
sending a ball across the face of goal and 
eventually just wide before another Star 
‘man could get a telling touch on it. 

Bonnyrigg went on attacking with 
Aschner clipping a 25 yard shot just over 
the bar on the half hour and then the 
White Eagles fashioned a great equaliser 
in the 41st. 

Devrimol was out on the right and 
was fed a good ball, but then did 
extremely well to beat his man twice and 
send over a crisp ball to the near post 
where Burgess arrived to steer it just 
inside the right hand post. It was a fast 
and well engineered goal that was just 
the tonic the Bonnyrigg side had needed. 

Burgess. was then denied by an alert 
Ivesa in the 43rd when he came racing 
off his line to confront Burgess who had 
‘burst clear and looked set to score again. 
Bonnyrigg consistently looked the team 
most likely to win, as the second half 
wore on, 

With a 25 yard shot in the 47th 
Tomasevie could only find the keeper, 
but controversy came next in the Sist 
when Groves appeared to have been 
brought down on the left hand side of the 
area, but play was waved on, 

Ozbey was too late to reach a well 
directed cross from Joe Bruni in the 58th 
minute but did set up Sevgin for what 
might have been a second goal in the 
67th only for keeper Akilli to save well 
from close range. A superb rin in the 
‘73rd by the still lively Aschner came to 
‘an end when the cross was intercepted 
by a well organised Star defence. 

‘The game came to an end of normal 
time with the sides locked together and 
no clear indication of domination from 
either side. 

The first period of extra time sew 


3S / 


Reclaiming the night: Yavus Ekinci holds the Continental Tyres Cup 
aloft as Crescent Star fans celebrate behind 


Ozbey and Sevgin sill in the thick of 
things and Crescent Star beginning to 
look the more likely to score but half 
time came and we were no closer to get- 
ting a decision. 

‘The second period of extra time began 
with Bonnyrigg squandering a chance to 
‘wrap itall up in the first minute, Aschner 
found Burgess on the right and the for- 
met Northern Spirit man sent the, ball 
back across goal where substitute Micky 


Game over: a White Eagles player sinks to the ground atfer Sevin's 
109th minute golden goal 


Simonovie was waiting. It looked little 
more than a tap-in for the nervous 
youngster but he could only slam his 
shot well wide of the left upright. Then 
moments later Alex Canak’s shot was 
saved brilliantly by Ivesa to set up  fin- 
ish that sent the Crescent Star fans deliri- 


the ball ran free again to Sevgin who had 


time to steady the ball at his feet and 
then place it past Akilli with the mini 
‘mum of fuss. 

2-1 winners Crescent Star, then, on a 
day that proved a huge success for spon- 
sors Continental Tyres and thrilled a 
large contingent of supporters of the 
Star persuasion. 


Bonnytigg were left to lick their } 


speed at the back to counter players 
like Ozbey. 
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GOALKEEPER 


Matthew Trott (Central Coast) - An outstanding year from one 
of the leagues brightest talents. May not have the profile of some of 
the more well-known names in the league, but certainly showed the 
ability to keep his side in some matches they wouldn't have other- 
wise been ontitied. Watch out for him in the next few seasons. 


DEFENDERS 


Richard Luksic (Bankstown City) - While all the accolades 
went to his sides forwards, Luksio went about his business in a 
quiet and efficient manner, his buiky frame a key ingredient in the 
ons success. His ability to win the ball in the air and marshall an 
inexperienced defence helped the Lions post thelr best season in 
years. 

Eillot Zwangobanl (Belconnen Blue Devils) - (top left) The Mir 
Consistency’ of the Belconnen team. Either in the heart of the 
defence or as a defensive midfielder Zwangobani was exceptional, 
his ball cistibution for fullback was a real highlight which often 
‘saw him start many atfacking moves from deep inside his own ter- 


titory. 

Ben Willard (Blacktown City Demons) - Such an integral part 
of the Demons’ out these days that when he is absent he is real- 
ly missed. Willard rarely puts in a bad one and only injuries he has 
suffered have kept him out of the side and utimately affected the 
‘overall performance of his side in this sight poorer season by his 
club. 

‘Simon Verrender (St George) - Simon has really come of age 
this season in a team studded with stars. His no-nonsense 
approach al the back has gona a long way to seeing the Saints as 
ttle contenders all season and leaves them in a sound position to 
take out the Grand Final too over the next few weeks. 


MIDFIELDERS 


Raphael Bove (St George) - After an enigmatic season in 
2002/3, Bove stood up and showed his class in a team of bristing 
with talent. His combination with Gabriel ‘Chi Chi’ Mendez was 
often the difference between the Saints winning and losing, such 
was his influence this season. 

Jason Connolly (Penrith Panthers) - (middle lett) His oftsea- 
‘son move to the Panthers has reinvigorated his career to the point 
where he became one of his most potent attacking weapons. Sadly 
‘a couple of Suspensions cost him a Gold Medal winning season, 
where he could have received the real reccgnition fora player of his 
undoubted quality, 

Michael Katz (Belconnen Blue Devils) - The Blue Devils 
Premiership win was buitt substantially on the 'crunt work’ of 
Michael Katz. Was consistently amongst his teams best week in 
and week out where his attacking and defensive skils were equal 
|y as effective at both ends ofthe park. 

Kain Rastall (Blacktown City Demons) - (bottom lef) Rastall 
was there almost the whole ceacon to inject life into his side and 
tidy up whatever trouble was caused by opposition players in the 
middle of the park. The Demons would have been the poorer with- 
‘out him and his experience’ and abundant creative skils can stil 
‘see the side into another Grand Final, 


FORWARDS 


Matthew Borg (Bankstown City) - (top right) Retumed to form 
with a vengeance, taking the league by storm. Beat a host cf tal- 
ented forwards forthe honour of best sharpshooter in the compet- 
tion despite a nagging ankle injury which sees him now listed as the 
players to watch in this seasons final series. 

Denis Alllovic (Rockdale City Suns) - After a siow star tothe 
year he came home in the second round with a wet sail, finishing 
equal thitd on the goalscorers chart with 13 goals. A potent attack- 
ing weapon he was the 'go-t' man for a disappointing Suns side 
that felled to recover from their early season misery. 


COACH 


‘Andy Papoullas (Bankstown City) - in his debut year as a 
Premiee League coach he assembled one of the most attacking 
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PREMIER LEAGUE TEAM OF THE 
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sides seen in the league in years and won his way to a.top ‘hree 
spot. Was crtcised widely for moving Marc Hoenselaars into the 
mifeid and partnering Matthew Borg with Sean Babic, but in the 


final enalaysis he was proved right as the Lions raced through the > 


‘secord half of the season to claim the double chance in the final 
series, 


RESERVES 
GOALKEEPER 
John Crawley (Blacktown City) - As reliable as ever Crawlay 


Would have to be the best goalkeeping sweeper in the league as 
‘well asthe best leader. One of the best custodian captains Crawley 


came to his side's rescue so many time during the current season 
and helped launch many an attack on the Maniks especially wilt his 9 


smartthrows and precision clearances. 
DEFENDERS 


‘Askin Oygur (Sydney Crescent Star) - Much admired central 
defender at Lidcombe Oval, Oygur was a tower of strength at the 
back in 2 side once dubbed as possibly the worst defence in Super 
League in the year that they won the competition! Oygur came of 
age at Crescent Star after making such a good impressicn at 
Bonnyrigg in the past. 

John Kelso (Parramatta Eagles) - Kelso has matured enor- 
mousy at Melta Stadium under the care of Trevor Morgan and has 
put al his expertence gained at Parramatta Power as a Youth team 
player to good use. The mainstay ofthe Eagles’ defence and leam- 
ing much alongside veteran Mark Reveley, Kelso is sure to prosper 
in the coming years. 


MIDFIELDERS 


Shane Knight (Bonnyrigg-White Eagles). (bottom right) Not 
always deployed in a miield roe, as he was required to steady the 
defensive ship at times, Knight was a tireless worker once more in 
a team that needed hs drive and initiative to it them to specel per- 
formances again and again. He would nat be out af place in any 
team of the year. 

Fillp Marzec (Sydney Crescent Star) - ( middle right) Narzec, 
‘while absent from the Finals series and Continental Tyres Cup Final 
was one ofthe main reasons for his side performing abaye expec- 
{ations this term. 


He had all the qualities a coach looked for in a midfielder. 9) 


Presence, ability to get forward and score goals, drive and hard 
Work as well as positional maturity. 


FORWARDS 


(Sydney Crescent Star) - This young man did J 


Tolgay Ozbey 
what Tanju Balabanel did the season before. He burst onto the 
soene and scored goals galore and created havec with his speed 
Up front. Still rather green, perhaps, he did provide the regular sup- 
ply of goals the Star team needed if they were to achieve their aim 
‘of making the Finals and aiso geting iio the Cup Final. 

Ilja Prenzoski (Belconnen Biue Devils) - Hard to leave this 
young man out. He led the race to the Golden Boot at various 
stages of the season and always came up trumps, despite being 
left languishing on the substitutes’ bench from time to time, 
Prenzoski nabbed 18 goals and that was instrumental in gaining his 
Beloonnen side the Premiership. 


COACH 


Yasin Ozdenak (Sydney Crescent Stat) - Ozdenak has done 
a wonderful job with his newly-promoted side, one he barely saw fit 
to strengthen in order to be competitive. While he released some 
older heads and lost Balabanel to the National Leagua, Ozdenak 
brought in only a couple of new faces and unearthed yet another 
young talent in Tolgay Ozbey. He coaxed the best out of Flip 


Marzec and Michael Cindric and despite alack of depth and aneed | 
toblood youngsters he managed to Keep his side competitive at the | 


highest level week in and week out. An outstanding Premier 
League debut for this vasty experienced former Galatasaray man. 


Blacktown looking for revenge 


By Paul Goodwin 


Blacktown V 


Crescent Star 
vast Grand Final winners Blacktown 
City will be gunning for another big 
periormance when they come up 
against Sydney Crescent Star in the 
Elimination Semi-Final at The Gabbie. 
‘The Demons and their opponents have 
Tiet in two very closely contested games 
during the season, once during the 
Continental Tyres Cup in a Semi-Final 
when Crescent Star travelled to the 
Blacktown fortress and beat the home 
side 4-2, 
‘Could this, then, be the time for the 
‘Demons to exact revenge? 
With the Cup game success behind 
them Crescent Star may find it harder to 


get motivated for this one, though their 
players would dispute that. 

Blacktown are tipped to go all the way 
this season, after failing to make top spot 
during the full season, 

They are a very competitive and 
attractive side who, at their best, can 
overwhelm almost 
anyone in the 
Premier League. 
There is no advan- 
tage, however, in 
them being at The 
Gabtie. 

The Gabbie has 
seen them lose 
uncharacteristically, 
albeit with some of 
their stars missing, 
to sides like Central 


Ozdenak 
Coast, A. = 


Leichhardt, Penrith Panthers and St 


e. 

Crescent Star coach Yasin Ozdenak 
took litle time to come down after his 
Cup Final triumph, 

"We had three days rest and now we 
are preparing for this game, We are ready 
to qualify for the Grand Final now." 

Ordenak pointed out that while his side 
had been weakened by the absence of 
Filip Marzec and the injuries to Anthony 


"We had three days rest 
and now we are prepar- 
ing for this game. We are 
ready to qualify for the 
Grand Final 


Hartshorn and Orhan Dincer they. were 
still a very good side and he had a few 
more things to teach them during the 
‘week of preparation for this game. 

‘No players are likely to miss the game 

and it looks as if the side that won the 
Cup will be the starting eleven for 
Crescent Star. 
As for Blacktown 
they had a week's rest 
and they will hope 
that the game going 
to extra time might 
drain their opponents , 
who might also find it 
hard to focus once 
more after winning 
the big game at the 
same ground a week 
earlier, Though they 
‘would be ill advised 
{o discount Crescent Star who seem to be 
as powerful as ever. 

All the same the well drilled and high- 
ly motivated Blacktown does look the 
side most likely to succeed here and with 
the Cup attracting so much attention 
everyone will hope that the momentum of 
that occasion will again see a large crowd 
tum up at the Gabbie, 


Pieces of the puzzle: Atsas, 
Petratos, Roodenberg, Kwasnik 


now": 


All-or-nothing for slumping Saints 


By Greg Stock 


St George V 
Bankstown City 


fie recent form slump by St 
George makes picking the winner 
of this game a lot more difficult 
than it should be, 

AAs the form feam for all but the fast 
four weeks of the season, the Saints are 
head and shoulders above the Lions in 
terms of ability and personnel, but a run 
of three straight losses before last weeks 
win sees them come right back to the 
field this week. 

“We went off the boil at a crucial 
time of the year bat we see that as a pos- 
itive rather than a negative,” Saints mid- 
fielder Raphael Bove said 


“Tt is not tealistic to suggest a team 
can go through an entire League season 
with just two losses, so while we are all 
devastated at losing the [minor] 
Premiership it has given us a chance to 
refocus on winning the Championship.” 

St George. will be without key mid- 
fielder and Captain Gabriel Mendez 
who received a controversial four-week 
suspension for the incident with Joshua 
Maguire in the round twenty-one game 
against Blacktown City. 

His replacement will most likely be 
Vince Savoca who will return to the 
starting eleven after missing the 
Bankstown game with a knee problem, 

Bruno Beddoni, who had been under 
an injury cloud with a troublesome calf 
muscle will undergo a fitness test on 
Thursday prior to the match but is 
expected to be passed fit to play. Mirko 
Jurilj with a back- injury and Stuart 
‘Young suffering from a virus are also 
both expected to have a light week on 
the training paddock in the run-up to the 


game. 

“The last few weeks have been a 
good wake-up call for us and as a team 
we all focused on the job at hand,” Bove 


said. 

“We beat Bankstown last week 2-0, 
and probably should have scored three 
or four more if not for some poor fin- 
ishing. If we play to our fullest potential 


the team who can beat us will be the 
team that wins the League,” 

No such form concerns for 
Bankstown City who won four straight 


‘suspension, will 
have a bearing on the Saints’ finals 
chances 
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matches before their 2-0 loss in round 
22 to St George, and go into this match 
as rank underdogs, 

By his own admission Lions coach 
Andy Papoulias readily admits his team 
were below par that day and is-dis- 
counting that result, 

“With Blacktown City having drawn 
the match the previous night, there was 
nothing for us to play for, so we decid- 
ed to rest some players with injuries,” 
Papoulias said. 

“All up we had six players missing so 
when you take that into account, the 
score wasn'ta real reflection of how we 
can play.” 

The week's rest has also suited the 
Lions who spent most of their first week 
aay from the training paddock and in 
the swimming pool to help the recavery 
ofa number of injuries. 

Of most concem is the stomach mus- 
cle injury to Milan Bosnar which could 
rule him out, while Golden Boot win- 
ning striker Matthew Borg has been 
undergoing intensiye physiotherapy on 
his ankle in a bid.to be fit for the match, 

Midfield star George Nohra als« 
back problems with Papoulias waiting 
until game day before making his final 
decision on a starting eleven. 

“The atmosphere with the team is 
ood, the boys are excited and we are 
ready to play football,” continued 


Papoulias. “I am confident Bosnar and 
Borg will be fitand raring to go and I'm 
confident we can do the job against St 
George on Sunday.” 


Sean Babic Is another player who 

is in doubt for the big clash after 

an injury that may see him side- 
lined Tor up to two weeks 
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Canterbury-Marrickville appears. to 
be the team facing relegation after fin- 
ishing last in the recently completed 
Premier League season. 2003/4 will not 
go down as one of their better years with 
‘a number of internal disputes, coaching 
‘changes and poor form robbing the club 
of a chance to overtake Central Coast in 
the last month. 

Even lady luck deserted them, when 
they beat Penrith in the last few weeks, 
the Coasties responded the very next 
week beating Rockdale and suocessfully 
held them at bay for the final few weeks. 

“We gave it our all but to finish last is 
a major disappointment,” coach Bob 
Catlin said, “we were competitive in 
games and matched it with the likes of 
Blacktown City, Belconnen for sixty 
minutes, even Crescent Star, but we got 
sunk by some freak goals offen in the 
last ten minutes of a game.” 

In his first stint as head coach Catlin 
did a sterling job to galvanize a disen- 
chanted squad after two earlier coaching 
changes but sadly it was not enough, 
“The dramas of this season haven't 
dampened my enthusiasm for the game; 
in fact they have probably got me more 
fired up than I was previously. I would 
not want to finish my playing career on 
this sort of note and will definitely look 
to goaround again next year.” 


Barrett back from 
bash 


Rockdale City Suns goalkeeper 
Joshua Barrett has hed an interesting last 
few weeks. Following the Suns Under- 
20's match against Belconnen last 
month Barrett collapsed in the Seymour 
Shaw dressing rooms following a head 
clash and was taken to hospital for treat- 
‘ment. 

Patched up and sent home with a bad 
dose of concussion and a nasty gash on 
his forehead he was prescribed a week 
ff before resuming training. Just three 
weeks later the 20-year-old made bis 
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‘frst grade debut off the bench, deputis- 
ing for Trinity Allen in the game against 
Sydney Crescent Star last weekend and 
from all reports he acquitted himself 
strongly, Much to the delight of his fam- 
ily and friends he survived the game 
without any problems and is one to keep 
an eye out for in coming seasons, 


Razor edged 
League 


‘To say that this year’s Premier League 
‘competition was tightly contested in 
something of an understatement. While 
the First Grade minor Premiership tro- 
phy went the way of Belconnen, it was a 
keenly fought race right through with 
the Blue Devils snapping at the Saints’ 
heels and then taking top spot in the final 
two weeks to record an historic win. 

Tn the Under 20’s competition the end 
was also a frantic one with Parramatta 
Eagles piping A.PLA-Leichhardt on 
goal difference in the Inst game of the 
season. The difference in goals being 
just four in the Under 20's and two in 
First Grade, A'lesson for next year; it 
can be amazing how those missed 
chances in front of goal can come back 
to haunt. 


Mossy comes 
good 


Last week in FTS we made a few 
wisecracks concerning the playing form 
of Manly coach Phil Moss. This week 
FIS js pleased to report that ‘Mossy’ 
(also one of our favourite players with 
that booming left foot) was able to keep 
his spot in the starting line-up and did 
perform with distinction in bis sides 2-1 
win over Dulwich Hill, 

‘Yes you did read that comectly — win 
= the first of hopefully maay more for 
Phil and his Manly team. We also hear 
that Mossy made a bee-line for the 
newsagency on the way home from 
Arlington Oval to test his new found 
Tuck on a couple of lottery tickets! 


Kick yourself 

If you weren't at the Gabbie on 
Sunday feel free to kick yourself 
because you missed one of best soccer 
events seen in Sydney for years. The 
Continental Cup Final atiracted well 
over 3000 fans who crammed into 
every possible vantage point to watch a 
highly entertaining game, that wasa’t 
decided until the 22nd minute of 
Golden Goal extra time. 

Fellow media colleague Paul 
Goodwin, himself a veteran of many 
Cup Finals, noted the official atten- 
dance at 3107, after counting a chock-a- 
block grandstand half a dozen times. 
Among the VIP's were current 
Socceroo Ahmed Llrich, SBS pair 
Andrew Orsatti and Frances Awaratefe, 
Norther Spirit coach Lawrie McKinna 
and Former Socceroo coach Rale Rasic. 


Brown wired-up 

Television station SBS were also on 
hand to capture the event on film, the 
results of which were seen on Monday's 
World Sports. Bonnyrigg coach Gordion 
Brown was wired-up with a micto- 
phone for his pre-match pep-talk as he 
gave his side their final instructions. 

The placement of a microphone on a 
coach pre-game is the first such innova- 
tion, but follows on from Basketball 
and Australian Rules and Rigby 
League where coaches are given micro- 
phones to bring the fans a little closer to 
the action. 


TARYN ROCKALL 
NSW SAPPHIRES 
CAPTAIN 
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Honour roll: players from Crescent Star and Bonnyrigg line up prior 
to the game, as SBS films 


Guest star Yasin 

Speaking of SBS, Crescent Star 
coach Yasin Ozdenak was a special 
guest on ‘the World Game’ where 
Andrew Orsalii interviewed the former 
‘Turkish national team goalkeeper about 
his side’s chances in the Cup game that 


afternoon. 

‘Alongside Ozdenak sat the 
Continental Cup trophy with Orsatti 
making the rather prophetic comment 
that Ozdenak should not touch the tro- 
phy “until it was his”. 

Six hours Inter the trophy and the 
$20,000 prize money was in the hands 
of Crescent Star with the clubs fans 
chanting “Yasin, Yasin’ as their coach 
finally laid his hands on the precious 
cup alongside skipper Yavus Ekinci 


Ferguson’s 
reverie 


Congratulations to 
Taryn Rockall and 
Greg ‘the Fever’ Stock 
for coming equal first 
in the second annual 
NSW Soccer Tipping 
Competition. 

Due to the unexpected 
draw first prize has 
been increased; with 
an extra ten pounds of 
lean rump being added 
to the meat tray. 


Ferguson made comment that the vocal 
crowd in the Gabbie Stadium grand- 
stand reminded him of the smaller 
derby games his beloved Rangers used 
to play against the likes of St Mirren 


Trail blazing 
Sarah 


Congratulations to Fourth Official 
and FIFA badge holder Sarah Ho who 
became the first woman to hold a posi- 
tion as referee in a Cup or Grand Final 
at Premier League level. 


Brown renewed 

Bonnyrige’s excellent cup run and 
renaissance during the second half of the 
League season has seen their cuach 
Gordon Brown be rewarded with a new 
‘one-year contract for next season. “The 
club and I have shaken hands on next 
and we are just sorting out the 
paperwork now,” Brown said, 


GREG STOCK 
SOCCER NSW 
JOURNALIST 


Points = 51 


For all your Soccer accessories Including boxed style 
goal nets, coaching hurdles, grides poles, training 
domes, fast feet ladders and the 2004 coaches diary, 
contact Roy or Norm at Soccer Wearhouse. 


Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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NORTHERN TIGERS 3 


FAIRFIELD BULLS 1 

‘The Northern Tigers accounted forthe under-strength 
Fairfield Bulls on Wednesday night, at Melita Stadium, 
to puta dentin the western suburbs side's ttle ambitions 
im their first season of football in 18 months. 

‘The Tigers’ strike pairing of Marcus Frost and Matt 
Godwin combined forthe first goal, just 13 minutes into 
the game. 

‘The ball was played deep to Godwin on the right 
‘wing and when he switched play to Frost on the far side 
his partner was able to find the top left comer of the net 
from close range 

Matt Hunter, from his position of stopper, made a 
sg7eat overlapping run with another former Northern 
Spirit man in Michael Mouyes, inthe 16th minute, that 
Jed to Hunter scoring the second forthe visitors. 

‘The blond-haired and versatile Hunter received the 
ball and then changed it to his other foot before stam- 
cing it jut inde the right had pot fom 15 yrs 


"Field were depleted and missed the services of 
their top scorer Nenos Bobo and their suspended skip- 


of Tigers' new keeper Steve Angeloy that kept them at 
bay for so long, 

Tt was already 2-0, but Angeloy showed some brav- 
cry to get his body in the way of a powerful shot from 
close range in the first half that left him nursing some 
heavy bruises the next day. 

That was elmost certainly the tuming point of the 

}| game, as the Bulls managed to score their first in the 
oth minute, through Leigh Gunn, who ran onto a long 
ball from deep and netted nicely. 

Instead, it was the Tigers who scored again, a fast 
break by Jason Mesiti sezing the midfielder hitting the 
top left comer of the net, afte initially tying to find 
Cameron Jones, only for the ball to be tumed away by 
the defence right in the path of Mesiti. 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE: ROUND 11: Faiffedd Bulg 


FIRST GRADE: Macarthur Rams 4(N Vukosa 17m 
‘Seymour 35m 8 Evans 57m H Wither Bim) 


SUTHERLAND 3 

Macarthur moved to outright second on the competi- 
tion table accounting for a disappointing Sutherland in 
the cold at Lynwood Park on Saturday night. 

While the Sharks scored first via. Anthony 
Sarmonikes they were unable to match it with the home 
side for intensity, scoring one but conceding four to the 
Rams who were 4-2 up after 61 minutes, 

Damon Collina netted for the Sharks in the 73rd 
minute but despite pushing men forward and laying 
siege to Macarthur’s goal for the last fifteen minutes 
they were unable to find an equaliser and drop to.a dis- 
appointing tenth on the table with the loss. 


DULWICH HILL 1 
MANLY-WARRINGAH 2 

Dulwich Hill ccach Jimmy Patikas unveiled six new 
signings in his stating eleven this week, completely 
‘overhauling his side for the visit of the Dolphins to 
Arlington Oval. 

Steve Karavatakis, George Souris, John Kelso, Ben 
Délicata, Jimmy Nikas and Daniel Borg all making an 
impression as the Dolphins got the early break via a 
Micky Williams strike inthe Sth minute. 

With just nine minutes left in the game, Karavatakis 
got his first goal for his new club when a looping cross 
from Nikas was misread at the back by the Dolphins and 
Karavatakis was able to volley home a short cross from 
Joba Kelso who had drifted forward to create the loose 


mn. 

Six minutes later Phil Moss and his side finally 
buried the home side, Williams unleashing a rowerful 
strike from the edge of the area to lft the Dolphins into 
ultight third on the competition table. 


NORTHERN TIGERS 0 
HAJDUK WANDERERS UTD 2 
Hajduk Wanderers took their chance to move to the 
top of the Winter Super League ladder with bot hands, 


ita pStaqcium 


comfortably defeating Northem Tigers at Parklands 
Owl. 

Navid Varess got the visitors first when he disposed 
Damon Thompson and took the ball to the edge of the 
six yard box before beating goalkeeper Steve Angelov 
with the drive, 

‘Tn the second half the Tigers had their best chanc: of 
the game denied when Cameron Jones had his header 
‘well saved by an acrobatic Daniel Schwarzer. 

But in the 70th minute George Quattrone got 
United’s second when he and George Issa performed a 
brilliant one-two that allowed Quattrone to peel off a 
shot from the edge of the area. The ball cannoned into 
defender Anthony Oppedisano and found the bottom 
left hand comer of the net. The Tigers final effort by 
Matt Hunter in the 87th minute fell short with 
Schwarzer equal to the task, performing a reflex save to 
keep the score to 2-0. 


RYDE CITY 0 


MSC LIVERPOOL 3 

MSC Liverpool picked up just their third win of the 
season to move off the bottom of the table forthe frst 
time in a fortnight defeating a disappointing Ryde City 
3-0 at Magdala Oval. 

Ryde coach Jim Harte rushed Olyroo prospect Alex 
Wilkinson back into the starting line-up to cover forthe 
suspended Ollie Skelding, but watched in borror as his 
side fell behind 1-0 to a Daniel George free kick in the 
ninth minute. 

Defender Simon Tumer gave MSC striker Eric 
Williams a real heave-ho which gave George the chance 
to show off his dead ball skils from the edge ofthe area. 

Damian Pisano came close to getting one hack for the 
home side when he almost beat goalkeeper Steve 
‘Minovski with a deft lob shot in the 70th minute, but ten 
minutes later Liverpool had their third via Rossi 
Williams set up Rossi with a brilliant through ball, who 
beat goalkeeper Tony Petrovski with a clever finish, 
bringing a smile to coach Paul Carter’s face forthe first 
time in weeks. 
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Cay OSG Lvrponl, Hast 56 O Fase Gy 
(Minotaur f,Frasar Park Dragons 8 Fafield Bus 1 


RESCHEDULED GAMES: ROUND 1: 
FIRST GRADE: Failed Buls 1 (L Gunn 52m) 
Northam Tigers 9 (M Godwin 15m M Huntor 18m J 
Mesti tm), 
(GRADE 20: Faifild Bus 1 Northern Tigers 1, 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE FIRST GRADE 
f AWiOst Fasnann ex 
“4 


12: 
FIRST GRADE: Fairild Cy Lins 2 (B Sevin: 
2m U Ognen 77m) Mt Dat Joon Rangers 1 (8 
Dimovek! 4im), Nepoan Associaton (S Erel 28m) 

Write Cty 3 (8 Dune bm B Seek 63m Z Alavanla 


42m G Wakim S9m) Mt Prichard 2 J Conooty 54mm J 
Mie Sn) Hil Untied Beinore Hecues 4 

‘Schafeds Scorpion 1 (R Hutihinson 80n) Liverpo! 
Bossy 2 (A Adamo 17m N BosevsK! 57m), Wolongang 


GRADE 2: Feld Gly Lore 0 Mt Dnt own 

215 4, Nepean Association 2 Write Cty 2, 

Meson Raye MtPrcharé 0, His United | Beno 
0, Schild 
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FIRST GRADE: Inter Lions 4 (F Zara 56/70/73 
‘A Vizar\ 85m) Blacktown Disticts 2 (A Marvolo 
‘20S1m), Prospect United 0 Auburn Stars 2 (A 
Macetola Sm S Joréan 50m), Greerisiand SO + (D 
Femandes) Greystanes SC 1 (D Falcon), Souther 
‘Star Sharks 0 Hawhesbury City 2 (S Knkacovski 12m 
Healey 7m, Segond SC (Haberman Si) 
Naoah 0 GRADE 2; Spinaoad 91 Hata 
GRADE 19: Springwood $61 Hakoah 


ROUND 2 
FIRST GRADE: Southem Star Sharks 1 (C De 
‘Ande 78m) Springwood SC 0. 
GRADE 21; Intor Lions 3 Btacktown Dictrits 0, 
‘Prospect United 6 Aubum Stars 0, Greenistand SO: 1 
Groystanes SC 2, Southem’ Star Sharks 1 


4 
GRADE 19: Inter Lons 2 Blacktown Disticts 1, 
Prospect United 10 Aubun Stars 2, Greenisland S03 
Greystanes SC 2, Southern Star Sharks 9 
Hawkesbury Cy 4 


ROUND 3: 
[FIRST GRADE: Aubum Stars 3 (S Jordan 75i81m 
 Topal 86m) Greystanes SC 1 (A Eid 80m), 
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HURSTVILLE ZSC 4 
HURSTVILLE CITY MINOTAURS 0 

AA tight game at Hurstville Oval in the local derby 
with John Gagro's boys manufacturing a winner inside | 
the fast ten minutes to move to seventh, within a win of 
fifth spot on the competition table, | 

With new signings Richard Plesa, Tony and Denis 
Alilovic in the run-on side ZSC did look the better of the 
two Hurstville's in an ugly game that really struggled to 
get going. 

‘The Minotaurs best chance of the afternoon came in 
the 9th minute when the speedy Dimitri Zakilas cut 
through and slammed a shot in the post, but the rebound 
trailed away harmlessly and the chance was lost. 

‘The winner came from the right foot of Eddie Adams 
in the 83rd minute when he was able to put away a short 
ball from Denis Alilovic, after the former Suns striker 
‘was able to beat a couple of defenders on the edge of the 
box and square the ball tothe unmarked:Adam. 

Without Marko Filipovic and Michael Cunico, ZSC 
coach John Gagro elected to move Joe Vrkic into the 
centre of midfield and he responded with a man of the 
match performance, 

‘The only downside to the win being when midfielder 
Robert Babaic was taken to hospital midway throdgh 
the second half with a broken ankle. 


FRASER PARK 0 - FAIRFIELD 
BULLS 0 


‘Areal arm-wrestle took place at Fraser Park with two 
top five aspirants strugeling to play their best football. 

The Balls went into the match without Javier 
Mancino, Johnny Ghisso and key striker Nenos Bobo 
While Fraser were without last years Golden Boot win- 
net Tanju Balabanel and injured sweeper Michael 
Kladis. 


Tn a deadlocked match neither side impressed, 
though the Jets did hand a debut to former Canterbury 
striker Achileas Markopotlos, 
‘The draw was a fitting result to both sides that remain 
solidly in Semi-Final contention, 
42, Kellyile Kalts $ Balmain SC 0, New Sporting SCO 
0Gazy Lanse 4, Clo Cl 2 Extwood Wancerars 
0, Gladesville United 1 Roosters FC 4, East Coast 
‘Magic 6 Lithgow Workmen 0. 
RESERVE GRADE: Sydney Cogars SC 1 
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with 2004 Winter Season contact 


Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 
Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 
Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 

Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 42: 
GRADE 13: Macarthur Rams 1 Woloogong Wotes, 
Bankstown Gay Cubs 4 Newcastle Unted 1, Hau 

Wanderers Ut 2 Marconi Stalhons 0, Sydney Unted 

APIA, Leichhardt Tigers 0, Sutheriand Shite 0 

Parramatia Eagjes 9, Gladeivile Spit SO 1 Sidney 

ym 0, Gantral Coast FC 0 Blacktown City 2. 

GRADE 14: Macarthur Rams'0 Wollongong Wales 

4, Bankstown Cy Cubs 0 Newcaste Untied , Hleuc 

Wanderers Uta 0 Marconi Stalls 2, Sydney United 1 

APIA, Lelchardt Tigets 0, Sutherland Shie 0 

Parramatta Eagles 1, Gladesvile Spirt SC 1 Sydney 

Olympic 0, Central Coast FC 0 Blacktown City &, 

GRADE 15: Macarthur Rams 1 Wolongong Wate 

4, Bankstown Cy Cubs 1 Newcastle United 2, Hakiuk 

Wanderers Ud 0 Marconi Stlions 1, Sydney Unted 1 

APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 0, Sitheriand Shee 1 

Parramata Eagles 3, Gladesvile Spint SC 3 Sydney 

Oleic 2, Central Coast FC 3 Blacktown Cty 1, 

GRADE 16: Macarthur Reme 2 Wolongong Wats 

2, Bankstown Cty Cubs 3 Newcastle United 1, Haluk 

Wanderers Utd 0 Marconi Stallons 2, Syerey Untad 2 

APLA, Leichhardt Tigers 2, Sutherfagd Shke 1 

Parramatta Eagles 2, Gladesvile Spint SC 1 Sydney 

Okmpic 1, Central Coast FC 2 Blackiown Cty 2 

GRADE 18: Macerthur Rams 1 Wotengong Wohes 1, 

Bankstown Giy Cubs 2 Newcastle United 1, Hadik 

Wanderers Utd 1 Marconi Stallons 3, Syney Unted 0 

APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 1, Sutherland Shire 2 

Parramatta Eagies 1, Gladesvile Spit SC 1 Sydney 

‘Olympic 2, Central Coast FC 0 Btackiown City 2, 


GRADE 18: Biacitown Cy 3 Sutherland Sire 1 


Baacown Giy 
mate Eagles 
Sydney Untied 

‘Hajduk Wanderers: 
Merfoni Staion 
Banksown Gry 
APLA. Leinart 
Gladesvilie Spirit 
Sydney Ompic 
Nowcaste UFO. 12 
Wottngang Wohves 12 
Sulhatand Site 12 
Central Coast Utd 11 
Macarthur Rams 12 


PWOLF AD 
1% 
12% 
2 19 
192 
Wollongong Wolves 11, 341 
Bankstown City + 
Neweaste United 3 
Syeiney Olympic 4 
APLA Leichhardt 8 
‘Sutherand Shire 7 
Sydney United 8 
Hajduk Wanderers 5 
Macarthur Rams 3 
5) 


i 


Marconi Stalions 
Parramatia Eagles 
‘Syorey Oro 
Blacktown Cry 

Cental Coast 
Gicesvile Spint 
Noweastl United 
Macarthur Rar 
APIA, Leichharch 
Bankstovm City 
Wolkngong Wolves 12 
Syaney United 12 
Sutberiand Shire 12 
Hajduk Wanderers. 12 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE COMBINED 


POWDLF A 
‘Marconi Stalions 60 39 13 8 125 48 
Paramatia Eagles 6 38 11 11 110 43 


Dit Pts 
71130 
67 125 
et 112 
208 
33102 
Cy 

m4 

mM 57 

87 4 7a 

iB 14 28.78 37-1968, 

Haiduk Wanderers 60 18 12 32 85 109 ~t460 
Sutherland shire 69 15 12 82 74 89-1957 
MacarthurRams 60 11 10 29.8) 157 -9643. 
Coniral Coast Utd $5 9 1 3545 122-77 38 


‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE - ROUND 14: 

GRADE 13: ‘Schotlelds Scorpions 2 Southern 
Branch 1. GRADE 14: Schofields Scorplons 1 
‘Southem Branch 1. GRADE 18: Schofelés Scorpions 
2 Southern Branch 1, GRADE 16: Schatields 
‘Scorpions 1 Souther Branch 0. GRADE 18: 
Schofelds Scopions t Southem Branch 1, 


‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 10: 

[GRADE 19: Norther Tgors 4 Fail Bus 0, His 
United 1. Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0, Schofielts 
‘Scorplons 0 Fraser Park- Canterbury 2, Granile age 
2 St George 0, Southem Branch O Penrth Nepean 
‘Unted 2, Many Waringah Dophins 3 Pararata Star 
1 

GRADE 14: Norte Tigers Fale Bul t, ils 
United 1 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2, Schofeiés 
Senmione Fase Pask- Canter 0, Grane Rage 
0 St George 2, Southam Branch 0 Penrith Nepean 
United 9, Marly Waringah Dolphins 4 Paramatta Star 


a 
~ GRADE 16: Norhem Tigers 2 Faiild Bulls 0, Hils 
United 0 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2, Schoficids 
‘Scorpions 1 Fraser Park- Canterbury 1, Granville Rage 
(0 St George 2, Southem Rranch 1 Brarih Nepean 
United 2, Manly Warringah Dojphins 0 Parramatta Star 
2 


‘GRADE 16: Northern Tigers 1 Fairs Bul 2, His 
United 1 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2, Schofilds 
‘Scorpions U Fraser Park- Canterbury 0, Granville Hage 
1S George 2, Scuttiem Branch 3 Penrith Nepean 
United 4, Manly Warringah Dolphins 1 Parramata Star 
9 


GRADE 18: Northom Tgors 1 Fare Bul 0, His 
United 2 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 1, Schoields 
Scarplons Fraser Park -CantrburyO, Gramvle eae 
4 St Gootge 1, Souther Branch § Penrith Nepean 
United 3, Manly Waningah Dolphins 4 Paramaita Star 
2 


‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE GRADE 13 


P WOLF ADP 
Manly Warringah 10 a 
Souriem Branch 10 Ey 
Paramatia Star 10 12 
Granvile Rage 10 % 
St.George 10 8 
Bonmyrigg WE 10 4 
enrth Nepean Utd 10 8 
Fraser Pk-Chuy 10 18 
Nortem Tigers 10 10 
Hils United 10 1 
Senafield Scorpions 10 7 
Faifild Bus 10 


‘aly Wave 
‘Schofield Scorpions: 10 
Penrth Nepean Utd 10 
Granvile Rage 10 
Fairield Buls 10, 
Fraser Pk-Chuy 10 
Northam Tiers 10 
Hills Uts Brumbies 10.2 
Southem Branch 10, 
Paramatta Star 10 


bepoomog 


bee 


fenrth Nepean Ud 10.7 
Schofield Gopons 10.6 
81George 106 
Souem Branch 10.5 
ils Ud Bumbes 10 4 
Fraser Pk-Chuy 10 3 
Grane Rage 10 3 
ParamattaStar 10 2 


Maniy Warringay 10 2 
FaifialdBuls 39 0 


Manly Wartingay 

31 Geerge 

Fail! Buls 10 5 
Sonayigg WE 10.5 
Schofield Soapions 10. 
Faramatta Siar 10.5 
Penh Nepean Ud 10.4 
GranvileRage’ 10 4 
Hills Ud Brumbies 10 4 
Norhem Tigers 10 2 
Southom Brann 10 2 
Fraser Pk-Cbury 10 0 
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‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE GRADE 18 


PWOLF A 
Parremata Sar 10 a 
FaiflodBulc 10 

Many Waringah 10 

erher Tors 

Schofiel Scorpions 10 

Hits UndBrumbies 10 
Bonnyreg WE 10 

81 Ge0ige 10 

Southem Branch 10 

Penh Nepean Uid 10 
FraserFk-Chuy 10 

Granvlie Rage 10 


Dit Pts 
2 26 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE COMBINED 
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a 
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QS S*BzReaTeB> 


£Reiaeree 


Fraser Pk-Croury 50 8 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE: 
ROUND 10: 

(GRADE 13: Mt Deut Town Rangers 1 Bathurst 75 
‘Western 1, Fyde Gy 1 Duwien Hil3, Stanmore Hawks 
(0 Sydney Uni Easter Lions 8, Wolongong United 4 
Hurstile City Minctaurs 0, Rockiale iy Suns 1 
Camden Tiget 0 

GRADE 14: Mt Drult Town Rangors 1 Bathurst 75 
Westem 2, Ryde Cy 2 Dutwich Hl 1, Stanmore Hawks 
1 Sydhey Uni Easter Lons 3, Wollongong United 4 
Hussiile City Minotaurs 0, Rockdale Cty Suns 4 
‘Camden Tigers 0, 

‘GRADE 15: Mt Ont Town Rangore 1 Bathurst 75 
\Wiestam 0, Ryde Cty 2 Durwich Hil 1, Stanmore Hawi 
0 Syiney Uni Eastem Lions 2, Wollongong United 5 
Huranvita City Minotaurs 3, Rockdale Chy Suns 2 
Camden Tge's 1 

‘GRADE 16: Mt Drut Town Rangars 2 Bathurst 75 
‘Wester 1, Ryde City 2 Dutwich Hil 4, Stanmore Hawks, 
2 Sydney Uni Eastem Lions 2, Woloogody United 4 
Hurstvila City Minotaurs 0, Rockdale City Suns 
Gamden Tigers Postponed. 

‘GRADE 18: Mt Druft Town Rangers 1 Bathurst 75 
‘Westem 2, Ryde City 5 Duwich Hil2, Slanmoxe Has: 
2 Sydney Un) Easter Lions 4, Wolongong Ud 0 
Hurstila Cy Minotaurs 17, Rockdale iy Suns 1 
Gamden Tes 2. 
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DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE GRADE 13 


ePWOLFADP 
‘Wolongong United 8 8 4. 
Camden Tigers 9 5 
‘SU Eastem Lions 94 
Dubwich Hil g 4 
Belmore Hercules 2 4 
Bathust 75/West 8 4 
ockdale City Suns 9. 3 
MUDnitt Town 9 3. 
Fyde Cty 43 
ite Cty tin 9 2 
Stanmore Hawks 10 0 


DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUE GRADE 14 


PWOLFA D 
‘Bathurst 75West 9 Aa 18 
Bainore Herciles 9 18 
MiChutt Town 9 13 

yds Cy a rt) 
‘Rockdale City Suns, 

SU Easterns 9 

Camden Tigers 8 

Hurstvile Cty Min 8 

Dulich Hg, 

Wolbngong United @ 

Stanmore Hawks 10 


Pe 
‘SU Eastor Lions. 9 
Ryde City PY 
Foctdale Cty Suns 9 
‘Wolbngong Unied 9 
Dulwicn Hil 
‘Bathurst 75MWest 8 
Hurevile Giy Min & 
Belmore Hercules & 
GCanoen Tigers 8 
‘MUDutt Town 8 
Stanmore Hawks 10 
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DIVISION ONE YOUTH LEAGUEGRADE 16 


PWOLE 
Dutwch Hl 7 a 
Hursvlie City Min § 5 16 
5 16 
4 14 
4 15 
3 13 
3 ia 
2 & 
1 10 
‘ a 
1 10 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — MAY 18, 2004 


Ne Distt Town 8 
Belmore Hercules 9 
Rockdale City Suns 9 


Fockdale City Surs 
Mt Drut Town 


GRADE 12: Notthem Tigers 2 Blacktown Distets 
2, Southem Branch 0 Nortn West Sydney Koalas 2, 
Neptan Assoltion 2 Sutherland Assocation 1, Mary 
‘Waringah Dalprns 7 Wollongong Wolves 0, Marconi + 
St Gaorge Associaton 1, UNSW 1 Gental Goast FC 2. 

GRADE 14: Nochem Tgars 0 Buatown Distress 
‘0, Southern Branch 0 North West Sydney Kosas 4, 
Nepean Associaton 1 Suthertand Assocation 0, Manly 
\Waringah Dojphins 1 Wotoogong Wolves 0, Marconi 
‘i George Assocation 6, UNSW 0 Certal Coast FC 4. 

GRADE 16: Northoin Tigers 0 Blacktown Diss 
4, Sauthem Branch 0 North West Sydney Koala 1, 
Nepean Assocation 1 Suthertand Associaton 0, Many 
\Waringah Dolphins 6 Wolongong Wolves 0, Marconi 
St George Association S, UNSW 2 Coniral Coast FC 8 


$8.8... GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE GRADE 12 


GRADE 11: Nevean Association 2 Canterbury 
‘Assoction 0, Cental: Coast Association $ Ku-Ring- 
Gai Associaton 0, Gladesifle Homsby Astociaion 3 
Manly Warfingah Assocation 2, Granvile Association 1 
Eastem Subutbs Associaton 1, Hawarra Associaton 
¥s Bankstown Association Postponed, Macarthur 
Ascocilion 0. Southem Distics 1, Suihertand 
Associaton 2 Southem Branch 6, BlackKown 
Associaton 2 St Geage Assoialon 1, 

GRADE 12: Nevean Assocation 3 Canterbury 
‘Assocation 0, Cental Coast Assocation 1 KisRing- 
Gal Associaton 1, Gladesvie Homsby Associaton 3 
Manly Wartngah Assocation 1, Granvile Assocation 1 
asta Suburts Associaton 1, Mawar Association 
ve Bankstown Association Postponed, Macarthur 
Association 1 Southern. Districts 1, Sutheriand 
Association 3 Sosthem Branch 0, Blacktown 
Associaton 2 St Geage Associaton { 


‘METROPOLITAN LEAGUE NORTHERN 
‘CONFERENCE 


PWOLFA 


Anny 


St George 
Macarthur 
Wawara 
Southor Discs 
Sutherland 
‘Southem Braneh 


LEAGUE - RESCHEDULED FROM RD 3: 

FIRST GRADE: NSW Academy 4 (Y Uzunlr 74m) 
Wallngong Wotves 0, 

‘GRADE 2f; NSW Academy 7 Wollongong WoWves 
° 

ROUND 

FIRST GRADE: Mocathur Rams 0 NSW Academy 
5 (Y Uzunlar 18/22 C Cooper 36m N Spirovels 72m B 
Holeombe 78), UNSW + (0 Quaye 4) Neth West 
Syeaey Kons 1 (L Colin 75m pon), Baburs Cy 
Panthers 1.(V Clancy 8m) Sutherland Association 2 (A 
Johnston 67m. Bruce 75m), Nepean Associion 1 (K 
Buckley 35m) Maly Waingeh Dalpins 2(A Soca 
19m C Murphy 71m), Marconi 2 (A Cavanagh 31/69m) 
Wotongong Wolves 0, 

GRADE 21: Macarthur Rams 1 NSW Acsdemy 3, 
UNSW 0 Nort West Sydney Koalas 3, Bathurst City 
Panthers 0 Sutherland Association 2, Nepean 
Association 1 Manly Warringah Dolphins 8, Marconi 1 
Wolongona Woes 0 


ARRIVE ALIVE NSW WOMENS STATE 
LEAGUE - ROUND &: 

FIRST GRADE: Genval Coast FC 5 (N Mace 
42159189/70m) N Paul 45m) Blacktown Distts + (M 
Kast On), Granvlo Rego 3 (A Hume 34m K Bel 
61/70m) Roselands Rapiors 1 (A Treglia 80m), 
Southern Branch 1 (R Coubrough 61m) Sydney 
Universty 1. (P Kely 21m), Hawkesbury Cty 2 (Mt 
Betenshaw 4810 T Nage 64m) St George Associaton 
2 (AKonourat 196m). 

(GRADE 21: Cental Coast FC 2 Blacktown Discs 
8, Granvile Rage 0 Rowlands Raplors 14, Souther 
Branch 0 Sydney Universty 7, Hawkesbury Ciy 0 St 
George Associaton 6 


ARRIVE ALIVE WOMEN STATE LEAGUE 
FIRST GRADE 


PWDLFADP 
‘Syd Universty 7 90.5 5 19 
2113 8 18 
31 10 
2 13 
16 16 
1 18 
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SOCCER 


42 victory over the under 17 
team of Dutch giant PSV 
Eindhoven was a highpoint of 

the recent European tour by the NSW 
Institute of Sport football squad. 

‘NSWIS won six and lost three match- 
¢s on the nine-game tour in Holland, 
Belgium, Germany and Sweden. 

‘The three losses were by single goal 
margins, while 22 goals were scored and 
only 10 conceded. The win over PSV was 
impressive because the NSWIS squad 
consists of under 15s and 16s. 

"PSV were a very good team, but 
|| everything went right for us that day,” 
said NSWIS Head Coach Kelly Cross, 

"We had beaten Den Haag comfort- 
ably the day before, so it was good to 
play a much stronger side the day after 
and still come up with a win." 

‘This was the fourth time the squad has 
travelled overseas, this time the players 
had the experience of confronting some 
of Europe's biggest clubs, such as 
Anderlecht and Borussia Dortmund, 

]} "When you consider our opposition, 

were all professional top-flight clubs in 

} their respective countries, and we faced 

|| many national team players, the lads did 

extremely well,” said Kelly. 

‘The tour took a high-tech approach. 

|| NSWIS had Video Analysis Technician, 


SOCCER NSW 


NSW www. soccernsw.com.au 


European ‘Odyssey’ 


Richard Green, on tour. Every game was 
digitally recorded and analysed in team 
meetings. 

‘The NSWIS squad has been training 
full-time since selection last October. 
Kelly Cross, along with Assistant Coach 
Chris Minél, wanted to see how the play- 
ers were progressing in relation to 
Europe's best. 

"All of what we teach is based on 
analysis of the best players and best 
teams in the world, but we had to see how 
‘we compared to some of the best young 
players in Europe. ‘The results show 
‘we're doing OK, but we will have a close 
look at our opponents on the computer 
and see what we can improve. Last year, 
we picked up a few things especially 
from Ajax and Bayer Leverkusen, who 
were brilliant." 

Defensively, Cross believes NSWIS 
were on par with the European sides, but 
he has already identified some attacking 
poitits he can implement. 

"t's all about learning from the expe- 
rience, Coaches can leam a lot, as well as 
the players,” he said. 

While on tour, the squad was taken to 
three big professional games, 

"Borussia Dortmund versus VFL 
Bochum, at the Westfalen Stadium, 
82,000 people, it doesn’t get much better 


than that,” said Cross, 

What next for the NSWIS boys? 
"There's 2 mid-year break now, then it’s 
back into hard training right up to 
National Championships in 
September” 


Dear NSW Soccer Fans, 


11's been nearly three years since the Socceroos last played in Sydney. The 
team and I are really looking forward to returning to take on Turkey for the very 
first time at this level at Aussie Stadium on Friday 21 May at 7.30pm. 

Since we last played in Australia the Socceroos have enjoyed a great run of 
success beating England, Jamaica and South Africa as well as drawing against 
Venezuela in Caracas in February of this year ~ not to mention the exciting game 
against Ireland where we did everything but win the match. 

‘The two games against Turkey are of massive importance to tlie Socceroos 5 
we launch our official campaign for qualification for the 2006 FIFA World Cup in 
‘Adelaide during May/June. Turkey, as you probably know, finished 3rd in the 
2002 FIFA World Cup and are ranked 8th in the world. This is the frst time that 
they have toured Australia and we are looking forward to playing them in front of 
capacity crowds. 

In recognition of your support and as a vital member of the soccer community 
T’m happy to announce a special Socceroos Supporters Pass. To take advantage of 
this offer purchase four tickets in Category A and receive the fifth ticket free-of- 
charge. So for $388 get your friends and family together and come along and 
‘heer the Socceroos to victory! 

To take advantage of this offer, please call Ticketek on (02) 9266 4800 or sim- 
ply go into a Ticketek outlet in NSW or the ACT and quote the password ° 
“Socceroos Supporters Pass’. This offer is for a limited period only from 9am on 

Thursday 6 May 2004 until midnight on Wednesday 19 May 2004, Please note 
that this is an advance purchase ticket offer and is not redeemable at the venue on 

game day. 
We néed you at Aussie Stadium to cheer us on — so get in early and secure 
your tickets now. 
2006 FIFA World Cup ~ Bring it on!! 


fate 


Yours sincerely, 
Frank Farina 
National Team Coach 


By Aimee Brown 


jhe number three-placed team NSW 

‘Academy travelled down to Lynwood 

Park to play the fourth placed 
Macarthur Rams, in round eight of the Arrive 
alive NSW Womens Super League and defend- 
ed their position on the table with an emphatic 
5-0win. 

Academy caine out strong early in the game, and 
maintained control with some excellent passing 
and tactical work. They had.quite a few chances 
early on, but strong defence by the Rams prevent- 
‘ed them from scoring until the 18th minute. 

The opener came from a Rams defensive error, 
that allowed Academy striker Servet Uzunlar to 
pick up a free ball at the edge of the box. 

Uzunalar then, proceeded” to dribble around 
Rams goalkeeper Simone Czech before neatly tap- 
ping into an empty goal. 

Usunlar followed this up shortly afier with 
another goal in the 22nd minute, once agein beat- 
ing off the Rams defence, and finding herself one~ 
‘on-one with the Rams’ keeper, this time tucking 
the ball into the left hand side of the goal. 

In thé 36th minute Caitlin Cooper scored the 
third goal for the Academy, putting the ball into the 
far left comer after some good lead up work from 
the midfield. 

‘A good effort was made by the Rams’ defence, 
‘and especially by their keeper, who denied many 
‘more chances for Academy. 

They did a good job of pushing the ball back up 
the field, and kept the play moving from one end 
the other, 

In the second half, the Rams began to push the 
ball down into their scoring end, but Academy's 
tight defence prevented them from scoring. 

Rams captain Taryn Rockall had a good chance 


Arrive ali¥é Nsw womeNs 


SLUPEFH E> 
LEAGUE 


just after half time, taking the ball down the left 
side and moving it expertly past Academy's 
defence, but at the last minute she stumbled and 
Academy quickly moved the ball back to the mid- 
field, Academy took their chances and put two 
more away before the final whistle, 

In the 72nd minute Natalie Spirovski scored 
‘Academy's fourth goal from the penalty spot, plac- 
ing the ball into the top right of the goal. 

Tn the 79th minute Briony Holcombe scored 
their fifth and final goal, taking the ball up from the 
‘midfield and putting it into the far right of the goal 
from the far left of the six yard box. 

Macarthur’s coach Brett Wallin was disappoint- 
ced with the scoreline, because he didn’t feel that it 
truly reflected the game, but was happy with his 
team’s effort. 

“[ thought we played better in the second half, 
but overall I'm happy with the result.” he said. 

Academy's coach Alen Stacie felt that his girls 
were a bit sluggish, but was pleased withthe result. 

“The girls worked very hard but there were 
some disappointing mistakes. But I think we did 
very well.” 

Stajcic is looking forward to next week, when 
some of his key players return from training, with 
the Matildas, which will make their game against 
competition leaders North West Sydney Koalas a 
very interesting one, 


‘The North West Sydney Koalas came down to 
the David Phillips Field to play UNSW- and had 
their first draw of the season, It was abit windy out 
on the pitch and the Koalas struggled to get their 
game together. 

Ball possession switched frequently between the 
two teams, and UNSW got the first goal of the 
game in the 42d minute, which was touched in by 
Dan Quayle after it bounced off an attempted save 
by the Koala’s keeper, Rebecca Colechin. 

The Koalas were awarded a controversial people 
in the 75th minute when Libby Bedford was 
adjudged to have handled a ball from a comer at 
the near post. Lisa Collins converted the penalty to 
Tevel the scores. 

Although neither team could find the winning 
goal in the closing stages, a draw was a fair result 
for a game that was played in good spirits. 

Sutherland made the journey to Proctor Park to 
play the Bathurst City Panthers and came home 
with a 2-1 win. It was a hard pitch, but both teams 
played a strong game. 

Bathurst scored early, in the 8th minute through 
Virginia Clancy, and the score'remained locked at 
1-0 until midway through the second half, despite 
some good chances from both sides. 

In the 67th utinute Sutherland scored their first 
goal after a comer when Kelly Johnston put a bil- 
liant header into the Panthers goal. 


‘Another goal followed in the 75th minute when 
Jodie Bruce converted after a scramble in the goal 
bor, giving Sutherland their winning lead. 

To their credit, Bathurst came back in the last ten 
minutes of the game and really put he pressure on 
Sutherland, but were unable to find the equaliser. 

‘The Manly Warringah Dolphins secured their 
second consecutive win, this time against Nepean 
‘Association, which moves them up the table into 
eighth position. 

‘The game was played at Nepzan’s home ground, 
‘Cook Park, and the final score was 2-1. 

Manly came out strong in the first half and 
‘Anneke Spedding scored for them in the 19th 
minute with a looping chip shot from just outside 
the 18 yard box. 

‘Nepean came back to score just before half time, 
with Kristy Buckley touching itin after a free kick. 
‘Nepean retuned from half time a Jot stronger and 
began to put the pressure on the Dolphins, but 
could not penetrate their defence to score again. 

In the 71st minute the Dolphins’ Cath Murphy 
scored a brilliant winning goal from a near impos- 
sible angle down near the sideline and the six-yard 
box, curling it gracefully into the goal. 

The Wollongong Wolves came up to Marconi to 
play the Marconi Stallions and suffered a 2-0 
defeat. Marconi dominated the play from the 
beginning and although Wollongong bad some 
spots of good play, they were overpowered by the 
Stallions, 

Alicia Cavanagh scored both goals for Marconi. 
‘The first from a sideline cut in the 31st minute, and 
the second was well into the second half in the 69th 
minute and was a well executed individual goal. 

This win places Marconi at a very close second 
to the North West Sydney Koalas, so the game 
between these two teams in three weeks’ time is 
shaping up to be an interesting one. 


With 2004 Winter Season contact Roy or Norm at 
_ the Soccer Wearhouse for Special Prices on Bulk 
Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, Covo and Mitre 


soccer balls. 


Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8614 4438 
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Os! GOL! ZGODITAK! 


From 13 June to 5 July, FOX SPORTS is the only place to see all 31 games 
of UEFA EURO 2004” Live and Exclusive. If you currently do not subscribe, 
alll FOXTEL now to book your connection. tf youre one of our existing customers 
youll see all-the games live on FOX SPORTS. Take your soccer seriously? 


CALL 1300 360 646 NOW 


-EXTEL Digna ava eal hoes. Tho FOXTEL Marks are tars ct Portia Ctuy FOX Fim 


Euro 2004 


